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ABSTRACT

An Analysis of Teaching Practice of
Understanding Learning and
Applied Learning in Elementary School

Korean Language Textbooks

Jang, Hye Sun

Major in Elementary Korean Language Education
Graduate School of Education

Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Jeon, Je Eung

Korean language textbooks present the standard for and tow school—based
Korean language education, forming a significant part beyond teaching—learning
materials. The present study conceptualizes and characterizes the understanding
learning and applied learning, which are part of the unit development in the
2009 revised Korean language textbooks, and analyzes teachers' perception and
implementation of the concepts in class with intent to shed light on some

options conducive to improving the understanding learning and applied learning
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in Korean language textbooks and to seek for implications.

Understanding learning and applied learning are part of the unit development
in Korean language textbooks since the 2007 Revised Curriculum till today,
intended to pursue balance and harmony in learning activities via a hierarchical
construction of learning. In this context, the present study diachronically
considers the unit construction of Korean language textbooks till the present
from the 4™ curriculum period to elucidate the intention for setting up the
understanding learning and applied learning as the unit learning activities, and
conceptualizes the understanding learning and applied learning in learning
focusing on the 2007 Revised Curriculum in view of Bloom's taxonomy of
educational objectives and pedagogists' extended definitions of such concepts.
Furthermore, teachers' perception of understanding learning and applied learning
is surveyed and analyzed. Notably, based on the responsibility transfer model,
the aspects of learners' cognition and teachers' implementation in class are
analyzed.

As for the survey and analysis of teachers' perception of understanding
learning and applied learning, most teachers perceive the understanding learning
and applied learning as the unit development in Korean language textbooks, but
have difficulties in class in relation to textbooks due to excessive amount of
learning and thus lack of time, material writings beyond grade levels, lack of
information about the following lessons in the comprehension part of learning,
and lack of time for application in learning.

As for the analysis of implementation in class, first, learners' complex
cognitive aspects of understanding learning and applied learning depends on not
the nature of learning but teaching methods. Also, complex aspects of teaching
and learning are found in line with teachers' and learners' participation. Thus,
both understanding learning and applied learning in learning is characterized by
‘section I (driven by teachers)— section I (joint participation of teachers and
students)— section IV(driven by students)’.

Based on the findings, this study suggests the following options that should

help both teachers and learners to seamlessly accept and implement the
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understanding learning and applied learning developed in the units of Korean
language textbooks and thus contribute to qualitatively improve Korean
language lessons.

First, the difficulties of passages for understanding learning in textbooks
should be adjusted whilst abundant materials should be offered to help
comprehension. Second, the time for applied learning should be increased
whilst the amount of learning should be adjusted. Finally, in terms of
developing units, the uniformity of understanding learning and applied learning
should be reconsidered. In lieu of the current Korean language textbooks'
uniform development of units, viz. ‘understanding learning — applied learning’,
grade levels and difficulties of language skills should be taken into account to
opt for diverse unit development approaches, e.g. ‘understanding learning—
understanding learning—based application’ or ‘applied learning—implementation’,

which will guarantee more efficient Koran language arts lessons.

Key words: Understanding learning, Applied learning, Unit development,

Implementation in class, Responsibility transfer model
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