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ABSTRACT

A Study on Formulating Pre-reading Activities
in Elementary Korean Language Arts

Textbooks for Scaffolding

Lim, Eun Jin

Major in Elementary Korean Language
Education
Graduate School of Education

Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Jeon, Je Eung

The present study focuses on pre-reading activities of non-literary texts
in elementary Korean language arts textbooks to investigate how
scaffolding should be organized in pre-reading activities, and analyzes the
pre-reading activities in existing textbooks with a view to organizing a
pre-reading activity for scaffolding.

Chapter @I describes the essence of scaffolding and its relationship with
pre-reading activities. To have pre-reading activities serve as ‘capable
others in the form of texts’, scaffolding needs to stimulate the critical

points learners have. Accordingly, the scaffolding components of
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pre-reading activities are explicated here in terms of readers, texts and
objectives that need be considered in reading instruction and 'the medium
of language’ asserted by Sigal. The scaffolding components of
pre-reading activities can be divided into three tiers, 1. e. low—, mid- and
high-tier distancing. Then, the levels of scaffolding are determined based
on reading objective components, text components(reading strategies) and
reader components(background knowledge) in accordance with how those
levels appear in each tier.

In order for pre-reading activities to play diverse roles, the existing
goals focused on post-reading activities should be distributed
proportionately toward pre-reading activities so that learners can read
texts strategically in line with goals. Pre-reading activities are redefined
here as not discontinuous preliminary activities encountered and finished
prior to reading texts but an entire process underpinning
pre—/-intra-/post-reading activities where the very moment of reading
constitutes a continuous memory formed after reading.

Based on the assumption, the orientation of pre-reading activities for
scaffolding are set based on reading objective, text and reader
components. First, the orientation reflected in the reading objective
component involves setting up readers’ own goals associated with
learning goals and seeing intra—/post-reading activities beforehand. In the
text component, vocabulary and reading strategies are previewed. The
reader component involves recalling personal experiences and reasoning
texts in light of background knowledge.

Based on the components of scaffolding mentioned in chapter II, chapter
I analyzes a lesson with a non-literary text material in the elementary
Korean language arts textbooks for 3 and 4" graders as per the 2009
Revised Curriculum. The analysis findings are as follows.

Reading objectives are mostly given under learning goals. Learners do
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not set up reading objectives of their own volition. Despite the lesson
dealing with non-literary texts, text-related fundamental strategies are
insufficient. As an effort to promote background knowledge, materials are
presented or simple experiences are asked with few high dimensional
cognitive activities such as learners’ textual inference or deduction. No
significant  difference  exists in pre-reading activities between
comprehension and application in learning. Based on these findings, this
study proposes the principles of pre-reading activities for scaffolding, 1. e.
self initiation, interaction and strategy presentation. Based on these
principles, a pre-reading activity organization model for scaffolding 1is
proposed. Lastly, pre-reading activities are formulated for comprehension
and application lessons of the unit 10 'As you feel it’ in the textbook for

the first semester for 3" graders.

Keywords: Pre-reading activities, Scaffolding, Non-literary text,

Reading objective components, Text components Reader components
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