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[ABSTRACT]

The Action Research on NIE Activities and

Improvement in Creativity of Children

Kim, Hyang—-Ran

Educational Administration, Graduate School of Education

Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor: Yang, Jin—-Geon

As can be seen from the goal of the seventh curricular revision, school
education emphasizes creativity in a student-centered curriculum based on
autonomy and originality. Since the society in the 21st century aims to
generate wealth based on knowledge and information, it 1S necessary to
secure creative individuals of talent with the objective of coping with such a
social change. Accordingly, an attempt is being made to apply elements that
can help cultivate creativity to meet the characteristics of the subject in
educational practice.

A newspaper can be used not only as a useful learning aid but also as a
teaching material since it is highly accessible anytime, anywhere, may enable
one to identify new social problems, unlike textbooks that are revised every
several years, and gives diverse options of information. It is also full of

creative visual materials, including photographs and advertisements, and has
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daily update of articles, fortunetelling tables, TV program plans, weather
forecasts, and cartoons; therefore, the reconstruction and use of the materials
1s expected to give effective materials in creativity education.

To conduct action research on NIE activities and improvement in creativity of
children, first, literature review was performed to investigate the theoretical
background of NIE and creativity education; second, the association between
the NIE activities using the components of NIE and improvement in creativity
was suggested and the NIE learning contents for each of the components
were organized with reference to the creative elements for each subject in the
curriculum; third, an NIE research model was built with reference to the NIE
teaching-learning types and Osborn’s creativity development learning model
to develop an NIE student-centered teaching—learning method; fourth, 8
sessions of instruction were provided to 15 fifth- and sixth-graders,
regardless of gender, from February 8 to April 19.

The comparative analysis of the students’ worksheets, the teachers’
observations, written impressions, and interviews found no significant
difference by school year but significant differences by gender. In particular,
those provided with NIE for at least 18 months met all of the four
sub—factors of creativity (fluency, flexibility, originality, and elaboration), got
more interested in more difficult problems, and showed problem-solving
ability to implement a given task perfectly. They didn’t get afraid or ask for
help when a problem was given.

NIE is an effective teaching method in improving creativity; however, it
cannot be performed in a short time but needs to be implemented within a
curriculum on a steady basis. It needs to be transferred not only between
school years but also from elementary to secondary level. It is therefore
necessary to develop a plan to allow NIE leaders, schools, and communities
to make steady research and development and apply the NIE activities to

school education.
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Such efforts and research are expected to settle the NIE activities as an
important type of education, give lots of practical suggestions concerning
several matters in South Korean education, particularly those related to
improvement in creativity, and enable the activities to be used at school.
Until then, the NIE activities are expected to be settled as an important type

of education, despite several limitations.
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