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[ABSTRACT]

A Study on the Actual State of Literacy Education

for Adults in Jeju and an Activation Plan

Oh, Young-ok

Educational Administration, Graduate School of Education

Jeju National University

Supervised by Prof. Lee, In-hoi

Literacy means communication with others, not simply deciphering letters.
The majority of highly educated persons may have no difficulty with
communication in conversation. It is therefore hard for them to understand
illiterates’ distress. Illiterates are reluctant to cooperate with others and try to
avoid learning.

The UN general meeting in 2001 designated the decade of 2003-2012 as the
UN Literacy Decade and has defined that literacy is a key element in
learning the fundamental living functions for all children, adolescents, and
adults and that basic education is an essential element for effective social and
economic participation in the 21st century. Hundreds of millions of people
deprived of the right to education, as specified in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, cannot contribute to the development of their society and may
ultimately fail to decide on their fate for themselves.

Literacy is a fundamental means for self-realization and social participation.

It is not only the basis for every type of education but also the foundation
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for human growth, social and economic development, and realization of
democratic values as the cornerstone for human life.

The purpose of this study was to investigate the actual state of literacy
education for adults in Jeju who had failed to receive regular school education
and to develop a plan for activating literacy education so that learners could
be given effective literacy education. For this purpose, literature review
concerning literacy education for adults in South Korea was performed and a
survey and interviews were conducted with the directors and employees of
three principal literacy education institutions in Jeju. The data were analyzed
in this study.

From this study, the following conclusion was drawn: First, adult learners
receiving literacy education at literacy education institutions for adults
required development of good learning materials and teaching-learning plans
and wanted to be given chances for repetitive learning and special and
experiential activities other than the classes for regular subjects. To meet
these requirements, it 1S necessary to reduce the obstacles, including poor
information exchange among literacy education institutions, poor awareness of
literacy education due to limited publicity, poor institutional support systems,
poor accessibility of adult literacy learners-to-be, and Ilimited interest of
government agencies in literacy education.

Second, it is necessary to pursue systematic administrative and financial
support so that expanding the institutions with the elementary education
recognition system, building a system of cooperation among lifelong education
institutions in the Jeju Special Self-Governing Province Lifelong Education
Promotion Institute to improve the ability of employees at literacy education
institutions in Jeju, providing information and chances for lifelong education,
expanding special training for employees to literacy education institutions

throughout Jeju, and pursuing networking of literacy education institutions for
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adults in Jeju by the Jeju Special Self-Governing Province Literacy Education

Association can serve to facilitate literacy education for adults.
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