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Abstract

An Art Historical Study on Calligraphy of
Cheongtan Kim, Kwang-Chu(¥&i# kK 1905~1983)

Calligraphy in Jeju that was developed after Chusa Kim, Jeong-hee has been
spread by the regional calligraphers aside from the direct transmission of
calligraphy. In particular, as it is said ‘Soam(#%%%) in the South of Mt. Halla and
Cheongtan(I%#f) in the North of Mt. Halla’, Kim Kwang-Chu(4>:#k) and Hyeon,
Jung-hwa(Z 1 fil) has been evaluated to play a significant role in strengthening
the foundation of calligraphy in Jeju and passing down the technique to the next
generations. The two calligraphers studied under Tsujimoto ShiyuGtAH: ) in
Japan, and both led the calligraphic community in Jeju as they joined Yeongju
Calligraphy  Society Gl & ) and Somukhoe(F% & @) (Calligraphy  Study
Group).

Although they are at such an important position in the calligraphic community
in Jeju in the modern times, there are lacking or little researches on the two
calligraphers.

Therefore, this study aimed to shed new light on Kim, Kwang-Chu, who has
been relatively rarely studied among the two who led the calligraphic community
in Jeju and organize the legacy he left in the community to fill up a part of the
calligraphy history in Jeju.

Kim, Kwang-Chu was born in Hwabuk-dong, Jeju and attended Baejae high
school in Seoul thanks to a wealthy family. He picked up the interest and had
perspectives into fine arts through Go, Hui-Dong (5% 87), Kim, Bok—Jin(4> {4 #&)
and Ahn, Seok-Ju(‘Zffft:). Influenced by them, he went to Japan and worked on

various genres including calligraphy as well as western painting, engraving and



photography. Based on his three times of studying in Japan, he influenced on
strengthening the foundation of modern arts in Jeju in various sectors including
calligraphy, western painting and photography.

Kim, Kwang—-Chu, who was elected to be a provincial assembly member in 1960,
gave calligraphic writings for the "Spirit of the Marin Corps(##it:3f), on the Marin
Corps Memorial tower located in Ildo 1-dong in Jeju as well as "Hwabuk dock
Statement to divine spiritCRAHIAA IR S0, and "Jeju Chinese Korean Primary
School (75 NG /NS ) ,, "Memorial Momument for Patriotic Martyr Cho, Bong—Ho
Gy 5 A Bl gR Al i) 5, T Jeongcho(CERE) ,, "THwamaek(2FK),, "Samsunggyo(—
IE45), and "Namyang Munhwa Broadcasting Corportation(Fg 7 XAt BoE R Erit) .
He presented calligraphic writings across the society including the public offices,
schools and broadcasting stations. This proves that Kim, Kwang—-Chu was recognized
in the Jeju society as a calligrapher, a politician and an educator.

In addition, he paved the way for calligraphy in Jeju by exchanging with
Hyeon, Jung—-Hwa working in the South of Mt. Halla after returning from Japan
and releasing Yeongju Calligraphy Society derived from Damdamhoe(7% 7% ). He
engaged in formation of Jeju Somukhoe by actively encouraging Hyeon,
Jung-Hwa to teach calligraphy. Afterward, as Somukhoe spread to Seogwipo,
Gwangju, Mokpo, Daegu and Masan, each region had its own Somukhoe. Kim,
Kwang-Chu and Hyeon, Jung-hwa contributed to building and settling
calligraphy in Jeju during the modern and contemporary times, which led to
‘Soam in the South of the mountain and Cheongtan in the North of the mountain’.

Kim, Kwang-Chu played a leading role in Jeju Island in terms of seal
engraving(Z:%l), as well. He let the legacy of seal engraving continue in the seal
engraving community in Jeju, where the legacy of engraving was cut off after
liberation. In addition, by exchanging with Ahn, Kwang-Seok, he introduced
creative seal engraving works and arranged seal engravers in Jeju to take
lessons from Ahn, Kwang-Seok, contributing to formation and development of

seal engraving in Jeju.



The role of Kim, Kwang-Chu in the calligraphic history in Jeju can be seen
in his friendship with the artists in and out of Jeju Island. He exchanged with
the active artists in various genres including calligraphy, photography and literature
regardless of genres in Jeju Island. He had friendships with artists outside the
1sland after the Jeju 4-3 Incident. He arranged to host an exhibition of the other
cities” artists in Jeju Island during the process of exchanging with Heo, Bak-Ryeon(iF
), Heo, Keun(GFiE), Yu, Chi-Hwan(#l1 £ ), Song, Seong-Yong (KB H), Seo,
Jeong-Ju(£%EHE), Ahn, Kwang-seok(ZJ:fi1), Cheon, Kyeong-Ja(TF#i 1), Seo,
Se-Ok(#i:1:£k) and Go, Eun(/&#¢) and encouraged the residents in Jeju Island to
possess the exhibited works. The exhibition event in Jeju Island was vibrant thanks
to Kim, Kwang—Chu’s role to introduce the artists outside the island and their artistic
works, which advanced calligraphy in Jeju.

This paper aimed to identify the position of Kim, Kwang-Chu in the history
of calligraphy in Jeju and focus on him for the first time as a person, who
pioneered and strengthened the foundation of calligraphy in Jeju as a leader of
the calligraphic community in Jeju. However, there is still insufficient research
that reviewed his works in Japan, exchanges with the artists in and out of Jeju
Island and his world of works. This is because the existing researches have

analyzed only the currently remaining resources. Also, that is why it is necessary

to further discover new materials and conduct in-depth studies.
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