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(ABSTRACT?)

Ecological study of art education on a map

-Centered around a one to three year primary school-

Ji-hyun Kang

Department of Art Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University, Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Yong—-hwan Kim

Today, our life is becoming convenient day by day, with the advancement in
science technologies, but this technological development is causing a lot of
social problems, such as a lack of communication with surrounding people
and a loss of humanity. As an alternative for this, the recent educational
world is putting emphasis on creativity-character education and experience
education 1s receiving big attention. But most educational programs are
focused on an one-time experience activity or a special class and there is
still a shortage of application methods and applicability in the actual spot of
education. To cope with this reality, there is a need to seek educational
methods of helping children live independent and amusing lives through art
education and improving the quality of educational environment.

A class outside the classroom can impress children by stimulating curiosity
using plentiful materials in nature, and positively influence their growth by

promoting an emotional communion with natural ecology. Moreover, children
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are able to learn how to understand and respect the essence of ecology,
based on the relation between human beings and natural ecology and between
natural ecology and regional environments.

This study was conducted to establish the foundation for sustainable
ecological art education and create an environment for restoring ecological
sensibility and empathic ability, and an ecological art program was devised
using Gotjawal, a unique natural ecological area in Jeju Island.

For an efficient ecological art program, the activity model was classified into
an ecological interpretation, an ecological experience and art activities using
natural objects. An ecological interpretation was carried out to acquire
theoretical knowledge about natural environment in Jeju Island and natural
ecology in Gotjawal. For an ecological experience, also, theme-related play
activities and exploration activities for observing and collecting natural objects
were conducted.

Lastly, children were asked to produce works using the collected natural
objects during the art activities. Based on these activities, a 8-session
guidance plan was suggested to be efficiently used in the spot of education
and the program was applied to elementary school students in the first,
second and third grade. The study findings are as follows.

First, the step-by-step art activities using an ecological interpretation, an
ecological experience and natural objects enabled learners to express in
diverse ways using liberal ideas. Learners’ hostility to standardized expression
methods declined and they expressed works of art vividly using the natural
objects that they experienced with their five senses.

Second, by hearing the ecological interpretation, learners could learn the
characteristics of Gotjawal in Jeju and the kinds of plants in this area,
realized the values and preciousness of ecosystem and showed an increase in
the interest in the surrounding environments.

Third, the ecological experience-based play and exploration activities
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stabilized learners emotionally by promoting a communion with ecological
components of Gotjawal.

Fourth, learners used the natural objects which they collected by themselves,
as materials for the art activities. They explored themselves and the
surrounding environments, making their own name tags and expressing
figures of friends. They also made ships and animals using leaves and
practical bookmarks with pressed flowers. In addition, children learned how to
live in harmony with natural ecology and protect nature by participating in
the ecological park making activity and the fortress building activity. These
art activities using natural objects enabled learners to experience various
kinds of natural objects and widened a choice of materials.

On the basis of the importance of art education using natural ecology, this
study was focused on the ecological art program which was linked to
Gotjawal in Jeju and aimed to help in forming the foundation for sustainable

education.

¥ A thesis submitted to the Committee the Graduate School of Education, Jeju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education

in 2015. 8
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