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[Abstract]

A Research on Museum Exhibitions based on

the Storytelling - Methods

-Focus on the Folklore and Natural Museum in Jeju Special

Self-Governing Province
Ko, Sun-Yeo

Department of Storytelling
Graduate School of Social Education

Jeju National University
Supervised by Prof. Park, Yo-Song

Museums contain the stories about natural environment and humans’
history and lives. Traditional museums were aimed to study the usage with
the times based on documents and display cultural assets to spectators.
Spectators gained the information about exhibits through just brief
explanations next to them. On the contrary, today’s museums give spectators
opportunities to meet, learn and enjoy the culture and be sensibly motivated
through the regional environment and exhibits. For the reason, it is necessary
to shed new light on the structure and functions of contemporary museums
which reflect spectators’ desire and educational elements to observe exhibits
with interest. Many museums try to meet the demands of this time which
require cultural tourism and museums by experience. This paper deals with

display storytelling of the Jeju Folklore and Natural Museum to claim that



museum exhibits reflect the culture of the local community and have a place
to learn and experience the tourism, the education and the local folk culture
while maintaining the traditional function of a museum.

Storytelling consists of the structure of a story, specifically the story
between a listener and a speaker. Storytelling is a type of three-dimensional
narrative method which defines the object of description and the way to
create stories through the structure of “How” and “What.” The exhibition
storytelling of the Jeju Folklore and Natural Museum has become
differentiated from other museums by showing Jeju's natural environment and
culture to spectators through present sense interacting with real stories via
exhibits and medium of exhibition.

The Jeju Folklore and Natural Museum operates permanent exhibition and
special exhibition based on the natural environment of Jeju and living culture
of Jeju islanders. It is necessary to study more deeply the exhibition
composition which is simpler than the museum’s existing exhibition and
shows Jeju's specific culture. This paper studies the theoretical notion of
museum display and applies it to display storytelling in order to overcome the
limitation of “exhibition — seeing — understanding” depending on written
descriptions about exhibits or explanations of museum commentators.

The contents of exhibition give meaning to existing descriptions through
storytelling and analyze designing medium of exhibition and spatial image of
exhibition. The exhibition presentation for design should be considered
through analysis when displaying exhibits and installing description signs. In
addition, display storytelling for more improved spatial images for spectators’
experience and communication should be realized when designing an
exhibition space. The stories about exhibits should be expressed to realize
display storytelling. Through this display method, the spectator sees and
experiences exhibits vividly and is even sensibly motivated by certain

exhibits. Ultimately, such a storytelling method used for exhibition

_xi_



environment serves as a communication tool between spectators and exhibits.
Therefore, continuous researches for interpreting exhibits are required. This
paper expects storytelling to be broadly used for museum display in Jeju,
making the museum a distinguished historical place which encompasses the

environment and culture of Jeju.
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