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ABSTRACT

Analysis of cultural education materials of
elementary English textbooks for development of

intercultural communication competence

- The 3rd- 4th grade textbooks of 2009 Revised Curriculum-

Kang, Ji Young

Major in Elementary English Education
Graduate School of Education

Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Ko, Kyounghee

The purpose of this study is to examine whether the cultural
education materials in the 3rd and the 4th grade English textbooks
in of English text books and teachers’ manuals for 3rd & 4th
graders of 2009 Revised Curriculum are composed to improve
intercultural communication competence from the perspectives of
cultural contents, instruction methods and integration with
language learning activities. In regards with cultural contents, 19
subjects suggested by 2009 revised study course were analyzed
subject by subject: Morgan(2001) standards for cultural type for
analysis per type and Kachru(1996) classification standards for
analysis for backgrounds were used. And cultural teaching methods



introduced by Lee, Wan-gi (2009) was adopted for analysis of
cultural instructions and this method was actually altered and
supplemented to suit 3rd and 4th graders. Lastly, the perspective
of integration with language learning activities was examined
whether cultural contents presented in culture sections were
integrated with language learning activities. The results of analysis
are as follows:

According to the analysis per subject matter introduced in textbook
and culture sections of instructive guides, subjects directly related
to cultures took up 60~70% of the contents, which showed
relatively high frequency. In detail, everyday lives of various
cultures, linguistic and cultural difference between other cultures
and ours, the contents useful in introducing our cultures and
lifestyles, and various communication ways used in
English-speaking cultures were presented. This shows that the
textbook and instructive guides were developed to promote
intercultural communication competence in term of their subjects
composition.

The analysis of cultural contents type presented in culture sections
of 5 versions published by 5 different publishers shows that the most
frequent contents were about custom, followed by contents about
objects. The contents is regards with perspective, community and
personal characters were rarely presented. It is appropriate that the
custom is regarded with the utmost importance in terms of promoting
intercultural communication competence. However, the lack of
perspective seemed to call for improvement. It is considered that the
education implementing tangible cultural objects associated with
customs and perspectives imbedded in each culture would give even
3rd and 4th graders easy access to various cultures and improve their
intercultural communication competence.

From the analysis of cultural contents per surrounding, the common
character found in all 5 publishers is that the proportions of countries
of extended circle took up more than 60% and all 5 publishers most
dealt with cultures of Asian countries when continental proportion of



extended circle was examined, followed by European cultures. The
proportions of African, South American and polar cultures were
insignificant in comparison with Asian and European countries. It is
desired that the students’ understanding on different cultures and
intercultural communication competence should be improved through
the balanced teaching allocation on different continental cultures as
cultural teachings during the English class hours might be limited.
According to the analysis of instruction methods of cultural contents
presented in culture sections, most of books are designed to teach the
contents with similar procedures and the instruction methods are
concentrated only to a few of them, which are not entirely desirable.
It is concluded that cultural learning focused on experiences with the
sufficiently ensured time frame should be implemented.

Lastly, from examining whether cultural contents presented in culture
sections are integrated with linguistic activities, there were stark
contrasts between two groups: one group of publishers combined entire
cultural contents with linguistic activities and the other showed little
connection between two subject matters. The analysis shows that the
publisher C toped the list in the area of integration of cultural
contents with linguistic activities and the rest of them showed similar
results of about 30% level. It is expected that linguistic activities
integrated with cultural contents reflecting various subjects and
countries would improve students’ intercultural communication

competence.
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