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<Abstract>

A Comparative Study on Broadcasted Images on the
Sinking of MV Sewol
- Focused on Combined News at KBS -MBC ‘JTBC-

Jin-Hyeon Ko
Dept. of Journalism & Public Relations

Jeju National University

Disaster broadcast is one of the most influential media to the public
upon an occurrence of a disaster. The public expects disaster broadcasts
to perform the function and role as a means of delivering information for
the prevention and handling of disasters. However, the form of reports on
the sinking of the MV Sewol presented by broadcasting companies remained
at the level of displaying all the problems in the past, because each
broadcasting company did not consider the importance of the public
interest of broadcasted due to the pursuit of the rapidity of news reporting
in the excessive competition of agenda setting.

This study has intended to examine an inductive method of the
inflammation of disaster reports on the disaster report of the MV Sewol
constantly proposed upon the past occurrences of large disasters due to
the adherence of rules of disaster reports.

To achieve this, this study has examined how KBS and public
broadcasting MBC, and comprehensive programming channel JTBC night
news, which covered the disaster, reported the sinking of the MV Sewol in
general, with respect to standard properties of broadcasting reports.
Further, this study has categorized and analyzed the consistency of the
theme of broadcasted footage, source of broadcasted footage, type of
interviews, difference in sources, and the content of news and broadcasted

footage between the broadcasting companies. Lastly, the difference in the
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reported theme and reported direction between broadcasting companies
were compared and a frequency analysis was conducted on whether the
portrait rights of the victims and families were infringed.

This study, which relates to the MV Sewol, has analyzed a total of 963
videos for 10 days from April 16 to April 25, and the highest frequency of
broadcasts were reported by ‘MBC™ (37.4%), followed by ‘KBS (34.1%) and
JTBC’ (28.6%). The theme of the broadcasted footage mostly handled the
‘disaster site’. The detailed categories of the ‘disaster site’ included ‘the
interior of the Sewol’, ‘the sinking of Sewol’, ‘private/military/governmental
search’, and ‘the bow of the ship’, wherein the most stimulating and
selective footage used was focused on interest.

The sources of broadcasted footage mainly included ‘camera reporters’
and ‘source providers'. The proportion of JTBC ‘camera reporters’ was the
highest, and the proportion of MBC ‘source providers was relatively high.
Videos supplied by source providers were customarily used by broadcasting
companies due to the availability of video footage. The broadcasted footage
and content of news were generally consistent with the use of computer
graphics, documents, and miniatures.

With respect to the source of reporters, ‘reporter coverage was the
highest method, followed by ‘the central government’. Due to the method of
‘reporter coverage’, interview forms mainly consisted of ‘unofficial
interviews' rather than ‘official interviews'. Among the three broadcasting
companies, JTBC displayed the highest level of ‘reporter coverage’, which is
the result of the high proportion of anchor-site reporter, which has
resolved the difficulty of casting a source at the disaster site, with on-site
reporting (anchor-site reporter). The method of the ‘central government’ is
the second highest in regard to the source of reporters, due to the
confidence of information and the convenience of reporting.

With respect to the theme of reporting, all three broadcasting companies
presented ‘disaster-related research’ as the highest theme, because each
broadcasting company focused on reports related to ‘ship employees’
during the early days of the disaster and reports related to the ‘former

president of Semo Group, Mr. Byung-Eon Yoo  after the disaster. Thus, the
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broadcasting direction was naturally negative on the whole. With respect to
the infringement of portrait rights, all three broadcasting companies mainly
displayed reports wherein the victims and families could be distinguished,
with JTBC occupying the highest level of displaying portrait rights among
the broadcasting companies.

In conclusion, the broadcasted image of the sinking of the MV Sewol was
comprised of selective footage not for the victims or the families but for
the viewers. This is deemed to be due to the reporters, who do not have
the experience of reading disaster report rules not have the full knowledge
of related terms. Accordingly, five media corporations have prepared a set
of joint disaster reporting guidelines as a reflection on such problems.

The influence of TV news is relatively great in comparison to other media,
and thus, the acknowledgement of the recipients depends on how a disaster
is reported, and which aspects are selected and emphasized. Therefore, the
broadcasting companies must concentrate on the role as an information
provider through fair and rational reporting that considers the victims and
the families based on the media ethics code and adherence of the reporting

rules.

Keywords : Sinking of the MV Sewol, the theme of broadcasted images, the

source of broadcasted images, rules of disaster reports
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