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Abstract

A study on Characters’ Personality types of Bildungsroman

Kang Min Chae

Majored in Korean Language Education
Graduate School of Education Jeju National University

Supervised by professor Ahn Seong Soo

Bildungsroman is a narrative genre which depict the cause, the process, and the
result of immature and incomplete beings entering into the stage of maturity.
Adolescents have a high interest in ‘development’, for they make much efforts to
explore their existence and establish self-identity. Therefore, bildungsroman offers
a decisive motivation in developing teenagers - personalities and forming their
identities. Adolescent readers endeavor to develop desirable personalities through
empathy in the process of reading bildungsroman. So, it is significantly essential
to create characters with diversity and individuality.

The researcher examined behavior characteristics of 19 characters based on 6
bildungsroman from high school Korean language textbooks and literature
textbooks. The behavior characteristics of 19 characters are represented on a
graph, using Sigmund Freud's personality theory as a tool. In the process,
characters’ personalities are classified into 3 single personality types and 4
complex personality types.

As a result, the research showed that of total 19 characters, there are 5
characters of 'id personality type, 3 of ‘ego personality type, 5 of ‘id+ego
personality type, and 3 of id+ego+super ego personality type.

This result means that only 5 personality types among 7 personality types
contained from Sigmund Freud's personality theory have been detected. In
particular, the characters especially from Korean language textbooks and literature
textbooks mainly id" and ‘ego types. There are 5 characters of ‘id personality
type, 3 of ‘ego personality type, and id+ego personality type. The fact that 68%

of characters, that is 13 characters of total 19 characters, are classified into ‘id
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personality type and ‘ego personality type shows limitation that bildungsroman
cannot contain various human characters in Korean language textbooks and
literature textbooks.

In addition, since only 7 Korean language textbooks among 33 Korean language
textbooks have bildungsroman, the fact that any bildungsroman cannot be found
in the rest of 26 textbooks requires our reflective introspection. In the future,
bildungsroman to which high school students feel free to have access should be
included in Korean language textbooks and literature textbooks in a political
dimension of literary education. Further, in-depth analysis and study on works in
Korean language textbooks and literature textbooks has to be preceded, and the
efforts not only to enhance the literary completeness of works and select works

with various human characters need to be required.
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