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[Abstract]

This dissertation explores background of establishment, structure and
characteristics and work world of the Roka Tokutomi's ({f&&/t) early
studies, which is called 'Nature Trilogy (H & —=#B{F) composed of Seizan
Hakuun(#11E52);  "Nature and Man (H & AZ2), and TSeirosyu (HiE4) .
This study has its meaning in that it is the first try in Korea so far
unstudied.

"Chapter I, reviews preceding studies conducted in Japan and Korea.
"Chapter II, explores background of establishment of 'Nature Trilogy’ from
the perspective of author’s progress of growth and the relationship of various
influences. Confucian atmosphere of Kumamoto—-han (88 A% ), Christian
environment and Tolstoy who stayed in the dormitory of Minyu-sya (&K Af})
exerted an enormous effect on the formation of Roka's thoughts.

Roka as a child who dreamed of free spirit found out a breakthrough of
self-liberation in nature under a Confucian family environment where
hierarchical order is of prime value. Having missed the opportunity of being a
central force of revolution in the dawn of modernity, Kumamoto-han found
the ground of its existence by accepting Western culture and technology early
and one of them was the establishment of Kumamoto West School (REAVEZ
¥2). Studying in the school, the brothers Roka (#{F) and Soho (fifl%) were
naturally attracted to Christianity which is the very foundation of Western
ideologies and they finally formed a Christian organization called 'Kumamoto
band.” The government, judging that this organization is rebellious with its
grafting of Christianity into the idea of state, closed down the school.
Afterwards, the brothers were transferred to Doshisya School for English ([f]
L gEsaRs) founded by Jo Nijjima (Brk5%E). In 'Doshisya  School for
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Talents’, their Christian spirit became even more practical and solid.

Under the influence of Kumamoto-han and Doshisya School for Talents
which were filled with Christian spirit, Tokutomi brothers came to have their
eyes open to democratism and humanitarianism. Christian spirit acquired there
was manifested in Roka as socialism and humanitarianism in the sympathy
for the weak while it led Soho to advocate democratism. Soho moved back to
nationalism from the time when Sino-Japanese War broke out whereas Roka
resisted against it, which became parting way and a cause of conflict for the
two brothers.

Entering Minyu-sya was a critical turning point in the formation of Roka's
thoughts and being able to be close to the spiritual world of Western
intellectuals while working as a reporter for Minyu-sya became a valuable
asset for Roka. He could have eyes on society during the period. In
particular, Roka’s work on 'Tolstoy’ in '12 literary giants series’ planned and
executed by Minyu-sya left a colossal trail in Roka's setting of direction for
his life, which also became the motivation to go to Russia to meet Tolstoy in
person. After returning to Japan, he continued an amicable relationship with
Tolstoy by exchanging letters. Furthermore, dreaming ’'beautiful peasant (FHY
“i) like Tolstoy, he sustained practical attitude including leading the life of
semi-peasant.

The study also investigates the origin of ’sketch lesson’ which contributed to
the settle of Roka's position as a nature poet and the influence of Western
Romanticist writers. Roka was fascinated by the attitude of nature sketch of
the painters of ’'Barbizon School’ among Western Impressionist painters,
which gave birth to the work 'nature sketch’ and the critique called
"Landscape painter Koro .

This study pays attention to the influence of classic British Romanticist poet
William Wordsworth and American Transcendentalist writer Ralph Emerson.

Having had favorable attitude toward French Republicanism, Wordsworth

- 120 -



despaired at a series of events after the French Revolution. Finding
communion with the nature and enjoying solitude after being disappointed at
humans and society is the very characteristics of Wordsworth's poems.
Emerson was a typical writer of Transcendentalism which was one branch of
Romanticism. Roka was also interested in Emerson’s mystical pantheism.

"Chapter III. Structure and characteristics of ‘Nature Trilogy’; analyzes and
organizes unique structure and characteristics of individual works, [Seizan
Hakuun (F1IHZE, literally means ’'Blue mountains and White Clouds’);

Nature and Man (& A4)s and TSeirosyu  (FEE#)y . The works
contains in common Roka’'s recognition that "nature is the master and host
while human beings are just guests.” For him, humans are only a part of
Mother Nature who are born from and return to the nature. In addition, he
saw nature as embodiment of the Creator, which is similar to Emerson’s idea
and in line with pantheistic view of the nature which underlies the mentality
of the Japanese.

"Chapter IV. The oeuvres of ‘Nature Trilogy'; is divided into two parts
which are "Image of water in ‘Nature Trilogy’; and "Perception on nature in
‘Nature Trilogy’, and macroscopically analyzes the work. Then follow
microscopic analysis and exploration of the two opuscules.

"Heap of ashes is a novel-type writing which shows how helpless human
workings are in comparison with those of nature. Although it reveals the
pre-modern subject of ’‘rewarding virtue and punishing vice’, it was an
important work in his study period which displays humanity and sense of
justice unique to Roka by punishing human injustices with the force of
nature. "The daughter of a fisherman; transcends ultimate humane grief
"death’ through the benevolence and generosity of nature and presents a new
establishment of relationship between life and death.

It is often said that early works includes prototype for the works later

evolving, which is no different in Roka’ case as well. A pathetic child (7]
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Bi2) ) in "TNature and Lifey contains the prototype of later following
full-length novel "Cuckoo bird (1), and "Black tide(f4#); , and early
"Nature Trilogy’ already conceived the seed of direction for Roka's literary

world.
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