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Student Sample: Grade 1, Narrative

This narrative is a procass piece that was produced in class.
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ability development for the elementary
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: Focused on Expressive Writing
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This study aims to analyze aspects of development of writing ability of
elementary school students and to present the results by developing writing
ability standards of each grade. In the current writing education, the
curriculum and textbooks are implemented without precise and concrete
criteria, so they are not able to provide the framework for teaching writing,
and the previous studies cannot provide specific standards of the
development of writing ability. This study started from recognizing this
problem. The aspects of development of writing and the standards of writing

ability derived from this study would help solve the problem.

* A thesis submitted to the committee of Graduate School of Education, Jeju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of
Master of Education conferred in August, 2014.
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In chapter 1, the previous studies regarding the development of writing
ability and developing standards for writing ability are reviewed, and based
on the result of each research, the following problems are pointed out:
research on expressive writing was not conducted much, a lot of research
suggested the aspects of development of writing ability by analyzing test
scores, specific standards were insufficient and they were not applied
properly. In this study, two research questions are presented. First, what
aspects of development does expressive writing ability of elementary
students show in the contents, organization, and expression?, Second, how
can we make standards for the development of writing ability of elementary
students and apply the standards in the field?

In chapter II, the concept of writing and writing ability was clarified, and
domestic and foreign research on writing ability was summarized and
discussed comparing the results of this study in chapter IV. The concept
and characteristics of self-expressive writing, which are the target of this
research, were identified, and the criteria for analysis of expressive writing
was suggested.

In section I, the research method was described. For this study 465
writings were collected from a total of 18 classes from 3 elementary schools,
3 classes from each grade, located in the Jeju City. The research was
proceeded in the order of designing writing tasks, conducting preliminary
tests, reviewing and modifying writing tasks and analyzing criteria,
conducting tests, and lastly analyzing the results. Regarding the analysis,
two analysis methods were conducted. In the first analysis, a quantitative
analysis, the average scores by three evaluators were examined to see what
differences can be found among different grade students. The second was a
case study in which the researcher examined if there is any common
tendency within each grade.

In section IV, the results of analysis according to the procedure mentioned
above were summarized. Firstly, with the evaluation results of the writings

by the three evaluators, the differences among each grade were examined,
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and through the equivalent group inspection, the level of students were
organized by the grade. Second, the researcher conducted a case study
looking into the common tendency in each grade, and based on that, the
characteristics of the contents, organization, expression were summarized.
Lastly, on the basis of results, the level of expressive writing ability of
elementary students was divided into "medium” level and "high” level, and
specific standards for each grade were presented. In addition, referring to
the Common Core State Standards (CCSS), which provides sample writings
of each grade and genre, students’ writings which seem to be the average
level of each grade according to expressive writing standards were
presented, and what aspects they have were described.

The conclusions of this research were as follows.

First, the expressive writing ability of elementary school students showed
significant difference in contents, organization, and expression depending
their grades, and the 1st and 2nd grade, 3rd and 4th grade, and 5th and 6th
grade students showed similar pattern.

Second, as the grade goes up, the writing ability gradually improved, but
rapid improvement was observed in bth grade..

Third, regarding contents, while the topics were ambiguous and
experiences were simply listed in low grade students’ writing, in high grade
students’ writing, the topics were clear and the writer’'s experience, thinking
and feelings were well expressed and writings had relevance and coherence.

Fourth, in terms of organization, the writings of 174th grade students
showed little structure in paragraphs and writings, and didn't have
completion, but those of 5th and 6th grade students showed the tendency to
recognize the structure of paragraphs and writings and the introduction and
organization of writings were good and they seem to be well completed.

Fifth, in terms of expression, the writings of lower grade students showed

a lot of simple sentences, choices of normal titles and subjects, but higher
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grade students seemed to use creative sentences and inventive ways of
expression, and to choose interesting titles and subjects. In addition, they
seem to be trying to write easy to understand.

Lastly, on the basis of this information, standards for expressive writing
ability of each grade were presented, and by providing sample writings
chosen out of the collected writings, the contents of the standards could be
applied.

I think that once the specific standards for expressive writing are
established, providing concrete standards for implementing curriculum and
textbooks will be possible, and in the field of education, the level of
students can be measured by them and they can be the guideline to decide

the target levels of students.

Keywords: writing education, writing ability, development of writing ability,

expressive writing, developing writing ability standards
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