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Abstract

Research on guideline for abstract expression instruction through thinking
tools and its effect

- Focusing on elementary school 5th graders -

The purpose of this study is to search for measures to apply abstract
expression instruction method in the education field by using the concept
of thinking tools introduced in ’'Sparks of Genius’ and to measure its
effect on improvement in creative thinking ability and self-conception after
actual application to elementary school 5th graders. The subjects of this
study are elementary school 5th graders which is the period that objective
perspective on objects is being developed. It was intended to improve their
creative thinking ability by abstract expression learning method that lets
the students freely express their feelings and minds based on the concept
of thinking tools. During abstract expression activities, the students are
expected to find their identity and have a new perspective on their inner
side to create a firm self-conception by recognizing their inner world.
Thinking  tools are integrated by  organic relations  between
observation—transformation-imagination—conjecture—pattern. Therefore, the
5th instruction conducted for this study is composed of helping the
students creatively express their feelings and inner side by properly
applying the principles of abstract expression through thinking tools and
teach them use effective expressions corresponding to their intentions by
making use of given topics and subjects. First of all, a review was
conducted on documents and preceeding researches regarding elementary

school art curriculum, thinking tools and abstract art. Next, learning factors



and extracted and teaching guide on abstract expression was composed by
considering the level of study subjects. In addition, in order to prove the
effect of instruction, class programs were applied and quantitative effect
analysis was conducted by classifying the changes of students’ creative
thinking ability and self-conception into before and after the class.

The study result by participation of 59 elementary school 5th graders to
abstract expression instruction program using thinking tools is as follows.
First, as a result of measuring improvement on creative thinking ability,
the participating students demonstrated significant improvement on their
overall creative thinking ability, flexibility, sophistication, and integration
after the «class. Second, as a result of measuring improvement on
self-conception, the participating students demonstrated significant
improvement on their overall self-conception, self-respect and interpersonal
relation skills after the class.

After all, it is identified that abstract expression instruction using thinking
tools has positive impact on developing creative thinking ability and
self-conception of elementary school students. Also, expanded application of
creative thinking framework provided in thinking tools on abstract artistic
expression education and the significance of this study is in the process of

searching for its possibility of educational problem solving.
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