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ABSTRACT

An Analysis on Reality of

Calligraphy Education in Elementary School

Song, Won Joon

Major in Elementary Practical Arts Education
Graduate School of Education

Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Lim, Choon Bae

Calligraphy has long been the art of self-discipline. It pursues the beauty of
the world and lays importance on the relationship and decorum among people.
As calligraphy wholly includes the history of our ancestors, it enables us to
preserve and maintain traditional culture and establish identity. Calligraphy has
its educational significance as a way of character—building. Rubbing an ink stick
and writing characters earnestly helps students cultivate patience and sincerity.
Furthermore, to highly concentrate on writing makes us not only feel the
pleasure of immersion but it enables us to express our creative our inner-self |
our state of mind, and our character.

However, the proportion of calligraphy in elementary school curriculum has
continuously decreased over the years: 11.7% in the 7the National-curriculum,
7.3% in 2007  Revised—national-curriculum, and 6.6% in 2009

Revised—national-curriculum. Of the current curriculum, in 68 hours of yearly
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art classes, only 5 hours is alloted to calligraphy.

We can find the reason of decline in calligraphy’s status in the change of
society. With the dramatic innovation of technology and society, the population
of practicing calligraphers has significantly decreased. Chances of learning
calligraphy and appreciate calligraphy in exhibition has also diminished. Whether
calligraphy department in University should be closed is a controversial issue.
Decreasing chances on experiencing calligraphy is hindering students’ and
teachers’ awareness on it; the skeptical doubts on the necessity of calligraphy
education in elementary school is thrown to education circles.

Currently, school is the only place where students can have access to
calligraphy. We need to recognize the necessity of calligraphy in public school
and, in the mean time, reemphasize its educational and cultural significances.
Also, we need to analyze why calligraphy education in school is declining and
propose solutions to stop this decline. Thus, I suggested a few problems in
status quo and the schemes for improvement based on fact-finding surveys,
curriculum and textbook analyzation, and research on calligraphy documents.

Firstly, the portion of calligraphy classes in elementary school’s curriculum
should be increased. For most students, their only chance to learn calligraphy is
at school; but, as the curriculum is revised over and over, time for calligraphy
has been diminished. 5 hours in a year is extremely insufficient time to improve
students’ capacity and diversify teaching method.

Secondly, introduction of Chinese writing calligraphy, which embraces long
history and cultural identity. To learn Chinese writing calligraphy allow
students’ not only to learn Chinese character, but cultivate their aesthetic sense.
Most teachers acknowledge the necessity of calligraphy education but their
interest on it is deficient. The key for the success of caligraphy education lies
on teachers’ passion and experiment arisen from their interest.

Thirdly, calligraphy should be blended with handwriting. Handwriting is

widely used in movie poster, book cover, and brand trademarks. By
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incorporating such various materials and expressing ingeniousness without
inhibition, it is expected that one would effectively arouse students’ interest and
enhance their creativity.

Fourthly, exclusive classroom for calligraphy should be supported. Exclusive
classroom is an effective solution to the biggest obstacle teachers and students
must face teaching and learning calligraphy: difficulty of preparing and clearing
materials. In exclusive classroom, students can concentrate only on writing,
which dissolve students’ negative perception on calligraphy.

Lastly, calligraphy education should be oriented to nurture aesthetic
appreciation. Calligraphy education lacks its justification of being included in art
curriculum if it only aims to communicate via characters, refine emotion, and
practice writing characters. By pursuing beauty, calligraphy will be able to
contribute to cultivate ‘the whole-man who can inherit and develop art and
culture by comprehending objects through aesthetic sensibility and intuition and
possessing opulent lifestyle'—eventual aim of 2009 Revised—national-curriculum.

In this work, I tried to analyze the realities of calligraphy education,
understand its problems, and propose measures for its improvement. Though it
leaves much to be desired, I hope this work would help to vitalize calligraphy

education in elementary school and enhance its quality.
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