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<Abstract>

Study on Effect of Character Strengths and Social Support on
School Life's Satisfaction for Children from Deficient Families

- in Yanbian in China -

Yong-Dao ZHANG

JeJu National University, the Graduate School of Education

Counselling Psychology Major

Advised by Bo-Young CHOI

The purpose of the study is to investigate the differences in the character
strength, the social support and the school life's satisfaction between the
children from normal homes and those from broken homes; and to discover the
character strength and the social support which positively influence on the
satisfactory school life for the children from broken families so that such
character strength can be supported to be nurtured from an early stage of life and
such necessary social support can be provided for an ultimate satisfaction and the
sense of happiness in the school life for the children from broken families. This
study is targeting the elementary school students in the fifth or sixth grade to
find out the relationship for children from broken homes between the character

strength, the social support and the school life's satisfaction.
The subjects for research are as follows:

1. How the character strength and the school life's satisfaction of a child

differ by the gender or the type of family?



2. How the character strength of and the social support for a child from a

broken family affect on the school life's satisfaction?

The research subjects are 647 boy and girl students in the fifth or sixth grade
in 25 classes over the seven elementary schools in Yanbian, Jilin Province, China.
The questionnaire distributed is composed of all 108 questions to measure the each
level of the character strength, the social support and the school life's
satisfaction. The collected data is analysed by the SPSS 18.0 statistics program

for the T-test, the correlation analysis and the regression analysis.

The main results of the research are as follows:

1. The both levels of the character strength and the social support for the
children from normal families are higher than those for the children from
deficient families, which represent the effect generated from the presence of
patients.

2. A significant positive correlation between the character strength - the social
support and the satisfaction in the school life for the deficient families'
children 1s observed; and the character strength and the social support are
observed to have a significant effect on the level of the school life's
satisfaction.

3. As a result of analysing the correlation between the sub-factors of the
character strength and the satisfaction 1in school life, justice, courage,
humanity, wisdom and knowledge have a positive correlation with the level of
school life satisfaction. The sub-factors of the social support - the support by
parents, teachers and friends - are observed to have a positive correlation with

the school life's satisfaction.

The result of this study suggests that a more satisfactory school life for the
children from broken homes can be achieved through developing a number of
character strength (justice, creativity, curiosity, openness, patience,

citizenship and leadership) and through an effective social support.



In order for students to develop their character strength and gain the social
support, the relevant fields and school authorities should provide more field
study programs as well as the student counselling services.

Last but not least, the results of this study should be further supplemented by
various follow-up studies such as a study comparing the children from farming

villages to the city students or other in-depth case studies.
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