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Abstract

This thesis is a translation of the book, Exchange by John Davis.

Exchange is interesting because it is a means by which useful things
move between people: a way in which people create and maintain social
hierarchy; and an activity enriched with symbols. It not only is useful
but allows people to manipulate and load their exchanges with meanings,
which makes it also fun. Exchange is universal in that it is unknown for
people not to exchange at all. The author John Davis explains in a
detailed and amusing way this common and universal activity in an
economic anthropologic perspective by comparing theories and taking
ethnographic examples: There are different kinds of exchanges, which
are taken for granted and often done casually; exchanges have
consequences; sometimes they can be manipulated and controlled to
achieve intended results: and exchanges are symbolic in that they are
embedded with meanings. This book provides a different perspective on

the activity which is done wherever, whenever, or whoever you are.
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