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Abstract
A study on The architectural characteristic of the Group

home in Japan

Yoon-Si1l Yang

Dept. of Architectural Engineering
The Graduate School of

Jeju National University

Supervised by Prof. Tae-Il Kim

According to data from the national office of Statistics Korea and Ministry
of Health and Welfare, as the elderly population increases, the dementia
elderly population continues to increase and its future population growth rate
1s expected to be even faster. Social problems such as an increase in
dementia is linked to the nature of the lack of independence of a dementia
patient, economic and functional limitations of care and management of his or
her family. And thus it is important for the dementia elderly to be taken
care of based on the area for social protection and management. The Elderly
Welfare Act in Korea has been amended several times while passing through
the revision process of related facilities. In particular, the Dementia
Management Act has been in effect since February 2012, and active efforts
has been made for a policy for the dementia management. However, when
considering architectural aspects for the elderly, accommodation facilities for
the elderly with dementia such as communal living facilities, nursing homes
and elderly care facilities are proposed, but they cannot be applied in practice
due to the lack of an establishment of standards on building plans causing
some difficulties in the field of construction. The purpose of this study is to
establish standards on building plans based on the appropriate scale and
spatial configuration on facilities planning for the elderly with dementia. For

this purpose, design criteria is sought on the basis of the facilities in Japan
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that has the similarity of the cultural and social changes with Korea.
Specifically, the basic data were collected with a request for a total of 103
points on the basis of a database of group homes in the survey managed by
the Japan Association of Group Homes. Specific information of the research
includes the management body of facilities operation, scale of the facilities,
number of units and configuration of personal living space, and the collected
survey data and drawings were statistically proceed and analyzed using the
SPSS WIN 20.0. Analysis results are summarized as follows. First, most of
the group homes come to the small size of the 1-2 story home; the
approximate number of units is one or two per home, and each unit consists
of nine rooms, thus it shows maintaining an independent life of one residence
in one room. Second, the U-shaped arrangement is the main type of its
arrangement, and most of the group homes have exchange program in their
communities. Third, as the urban land value is higher than the suburban land
value, the urban group homes are built low-rise on a small site. And fourth,
a number of group homes with the building area of 300m’ have the U-shaped
arrangement which 1is advantageous in the extension and facilities
maintenance. In conclusion, this study is to be the fundamental data for
judgments that can be used to establish standards for the facilities for the

dementia elderly whose population continues to increase. In addition, further

study is necessary to establish suitable design conditions of our country.
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