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<Abstract>

A Study on
Narrative Structure and

Meaning of Rite of Passage in IgongBonpuri

Yang, Yong—jun

A major in Korean Language and Education,

Graduate School of Education Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Hyun, Seung—hwan

Rite of passage, which is a transitional process of ontological conditions, statuses, and ranks
that humans go through in their lives, is based on fundamentals of 'death' and 'birth'. This
fundamentals of death and birth, the principles of nature, were delivered to the ancients while
they gazed upon the nature. In the time when religious rituals and myths were flourishing,
humans wished to be preserved as 'immortal beings' like gods. In this sense, the ancients
emulated divinity through ceremonial rituals that accompany death and birth. This study is on
the rite of passage and its meanings on the narrative aspects of <lgongBonpuri>, and its
results are:

First, narrative characteristics of <IgongBonpuri> were recognized by examining each versions
of the story according to plot structures. In overall, it had a narrative course of 'departure —
hardship — arrival', with structures of 'trouble — trouble resolved' in between, and presents
magnificent and noble esthetic values.

Second, the progress of rite of passage were visible through the text, as all major elements

of <lIgongBonpuri>are closely interrelated with conditional changes of main characters, and by



comparing these to narrative structure of the story, it became clear that conditional or status
changes of the characters were regularly appeared in accordance with the narrative course.
Third, conditional changes of main characters began from their desire to overcome their
fate, and 'hardships' along the process are means to gain legitimacy of promotion to gods.
Finally, the flower garden of Seocheon, the ultimate aim of life for main characters, has its
meaning as a horizontal world, a reflection of willpower to overcome fate and as the space of

enlightenment where fundamentals of 'death' and 'life' coexist.
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