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<Abstract>

The Function of Finding Father and the Principle of

Transmission In Jeju's Goddess Myths

Kang, Sun-hee

A major in Korea Language and Education,

Graduate School of Education Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Hyun, Seung-hwan

The purpose of this research lies in defining functions and principles of succession
that characterize tales of finding one’s father such as <Cheonjiwangbonpuli>,
<Chogongbonpuli> and <Igongbonpuli>. Until a recent date, as an archetype of epic
literature, tales of finding one’s father have focused on meaning researches to
establish the heritage of a nation or a family and to succeed these aspects. A myth is
a story that notifies the origin. Therefore, existence of a father that corresponds to a
progenitor and the root is to have significance. However, there have been many cases
where absence of a father occurs in reality. Consequently, The group found in myths
attempts to find one’s father.

Tales of finding one’s father are noticeably found in three series of <Bonpuli>
which are Jeju island’s shaman myths. Three series consist of <Cheonjiwangbonpuli>
glorifying divinity, <Chogongbonpuli> reciting the origin of shamanic god and

<Igongbonpuli> which describes the life of the god in charge of flowers. As we



analyze the descriptive structure of <Bonpuli> in terms of finding one’s father, we
could extract four common mythmes such as 'mythmes of union’, ‘'mythmes of finding
one's father’, 'mythmes of gift and acknowledgement’ and 'mythmes of faith’.

Mythems of union is characterized differently depending on existence of a father.
Chunjiwang, the god with omniscience, exerts powerful authority. Therefore, the aspect
of union is unilateral. 'Saradoreung’ and "Wongwangami’ joins in virtue of marriage
based on praying for virtue. His authority could be interpreted as being limited to
practical dimension. Descriptive characteristics of mythemes of finding one’s father are
represented with diverse features as the level of agony varies. The reason that
Daebeulwang and sohbeulwang searched for their father is that they suffered
psychological deficiency. They finally met their father having gone up to the sky with
the help of a seed of gourd. That process seems to be proceeded easily without any
risk. Chogong three brothers searching for their father is due to the death of their
mother. This event which is considered as the reason of their physical deficiency has
caused serious problems. Although their meeting father passing their grand father is
accomplished easily, aspects of agony can be extracted in terms of a mother’'s life
being projected into her sons. Halakgungi’s motivation to search is self-consciousness
of the subject. Absence of his father leads to cognition of social deficiency. Thus, he
searched for his father. The way to Seocheon garden feathers repetition of agony, and
then blood checking and solving a puzzle confirms his status. Therefore, it is proven
that father's divinity determines intensity of agony.

In sequence, in mythmes of gift and acknowledgement, aspect of a gift is
differentiated according to whether there is an overlap of divine position. Since
Cheonjiwang presents the real world and the hell which are different from the heaven,
there is no overlap of divine job, and this could be regarded as a pure gift. Sage Juja
presents shamanic wisdom to three brothers. Their father is a priest in the spiritual
world and his sons became priests on the earth. Thus, an overlap of divine position
appears to be compositional and this aspect could be regarded as a gift. Saradoreung

presents flower for praying. Both Saradoreung and Halakgungi take the same divine



position as a flower sentinel, which is an overlap. Also, as conditional aspect that one
having undergone a rite of passage is to be seen noticeably, this could be described as
a kind of interchange.

Thirdly, there is mythmes of faith that arrange mythical discourses with logical
rules. This aspect is well represented and interpreted in <Cheonjiwangbonpuli>
showing the origin of law which constitutes division between the earth and the
afterlife, <Chogongbonpuli> showing the origin of law concerning spiritual affairs, and
<Igongbonpuli> featured with the origin of the evil flower which is a metaphor that
presents supernatural causes of all the negative affairs.

If tales of finding one’s father that have been discussed function as the primary
structure in terms of mythical epic, these stories could be interpreted as a crucial
leading factor in ritual matters. These factors are well represented in
<Cheonjiwangbonpuli> featuring transfer of divinity, <Chogongbonpuli> showing
transfer of spiritual powers, and <Igbonpuli> showing transfer of the divine flower.

As a result, religious people take in and succeed the meaning of these tales
spontaneously while in ritual ceremonies. Three major principles are considered to
function in regard to spiritual or ritual matters. Firstly, there is 'compulsion of
relation’. A father and son relationship is compulsory but not selective. Therefore, one
who takes part in ritual affairs accept situation of <Bonpuli> spontaneously. Secondly,
there is self-awareness of cognition. Since people accept metaphors surrounding a
father and son relationship and concrete representation of a father and a son, they face
similarities between the stories and their life. This leads to both extension of cognition
and finally awareness of intensive meaning. Thirdly, there is mutual synthesis.
Religious people, the Supreme Being, and priests start from a father and son
relationship and proceed toward the circulation of gift and acknowledgement. The
Supreme Being performs giving responding to a prayer of a religious person, and a
religious person gives his or her faith in return. Through this process, ritual ceremony
and 'Bonpuli’ are accepted and succeeded mutually and this results in the synthesis.

Through this research, we've observed that tales of finding one’s father in 'Bonpuli’



have functioned as the center axis to justify the status of the divinity and transfer of
authority. In addition, functions which ritual affairs have been discussed. In conclusion,
it is meaningful that the way 'Bonpuli’ in Jeju maintains up to a recent date its

significance has been revealed.
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