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ABSTRACT

A Study on the revitalization plan of Rural Community Design in Jeju Island

- Focused on Analysis of Utturu Area -

Ki-Ho Kang
Department of Tourism Development

Graduate School of Jeju National University

Although Jeju Island is growing up as an attractive place, which more than 10 million tourists visit
a year, it is difficult to feel substantial growth in rural villages there, compared with its growth. Jeju
Island is making efforts in various areas for rural revitalization, and yet, it can be said that it is
reaching the limit due to lack of competence, publicity and social awareness. This study inquired into
multilateral measures for the revitalization of rural community design in which attempts continue while
repeating a lot of trial and error, but it is hard to obtain good results due to various problems in the
promotion of the project, through an empirical analysis of the case of rural community design in Jeju
Island, and as a research method, literature review and empirical research through survey were
conducted in parallel.

As a result of analyses of reliability and factors of the revitalization of community design, which
constitute the questionnaires, it could be divided into two factors, economic aspects and social and
cultural aspects.

A comprehensive analysis was conducted through a test of hypotheses of this study, and as a result,
the following implications could be drawn.

First, regarding the differences in the status of the residents’ participation in community design by
their demographic characteristics, as a result of verification of difference by gender, more men than
women participated in the project, but women were more active than men in the presentation of
opinions on it, which shows the traditional characteristic of Jeju women with strong vitality. As a result
of verification of difference by the period of residence, the level of awareness of the project and its

progress was higher in a short-term resident group than in a long-term resident group, so the group of
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the residents who recently moved into the village were, rather, more interested in the affairs of the
community. As a result of verification of difference by the level of education, the lower the level, the
more active their presentation of opinions related to the project became, which can be also said to show
the initiative of the people with a low level of education for community design. Thus, if more
opportunities of training for capacity building and more chances for them to participate in community
design are provided for the residents with a low level of education in the future, it is expected that
more effective community design can be achieved. In addition, as a result of verification of difference
by household income, a group with low household income was, rather, more positive with the project
progress, which indicates that people with lower household income want community design for income
growth more. The community design project should be promoted in a way which does not burden the
group with low household income much while it allows participation in profit-making business and in
a pattern in which a few people with high income carry out the profit-making business should be
avoided, of course.

Second, as a result of difference verification of the revitalization of community design by the status
of the residents' participation, community design would be revitalized as they were more aware of the
project, participated in community design more times and presented more opinions related to community
design. For the residents’ awareness of community design, their participation in the project and the
revitalization of their presentation of opinions on it, a fruitful program for local conditions should be
prepared and carried out in the software sector such as education, promotion and information.

Third, as a result of analysis of the relationship of influence between the governance of the
organizations that participated in community design and the revitalization of it, their governance
(construction of partnership among residents, administrators and experts group) had a significant effect
on the revitalization of community design, and for their governance, all members of the organizations
should have the same recognition of the fact that residents should be the main subjects in community
design, and the local residents should begin community design by taking even ftrifle things in the
community as their own. Moreover, even if it is a project in which the residents should be the main
subjects, it should be kept in mind that the community design can be revitalized only when
administrators and experts group build up a partner relationship.

Fourth, as a result of an analysis of the relationship of influence between the revitalization of

community design and the residents’ satisfaction with the community design, though not at a high
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explanatory power, the revitalization of community design had a significant effect on the residents’
satisfaction. Since community design that needs a long time might not satisfy the residents much, or
since the intangible community design was implemented preferentially rather than visible community
design, it did not come into sight clearly, so their satisfaction might not be high. Also, in the
community design project, instead of the participation in most residents in the region, a few leader
groups participated taking the initiative, so their satisfaction might not be high, and for these reasons,
it can be said that the explanatory power was not high as a result of an analysis of the relationship of
influence between the revitalization of community design and residents’ satisfaction with it.

The revitalization of community design was analyzed in detail by economic aspects and social and
cultural aspects. The difference in the revitalization of community design by the status of the residents’
participation in the project, the relationship of influence of the revitalization of community design by
the participating organizations governance, and the relationship of influence between the revitalization of
community design and the residents’ satisfaction were verified, and as a result, overall, there was
statistically more significant difference and more significant effect on the revitalization of community
design in economic aspects rather than on that in social and cultural aspects.

Community design is defined as a concept with strong social and cultural characteristic that it is a
process of recovering and realizing community value continuously, but through preceding studies, it is
found that community design is a process of recovering community value attaching importance to the
value of human dignity and cooperating in a pleasant environment, and that the revitalization of
economic aspects is also of importance.

As a result of verification of hypotheses in this study, the revitalization of community design in
economic aspects was statistically more significant than that in social and cultural aspects, which can be
said that it shows the residents’ preferential wish for the formation of a stable foundation of their
community to recover and maintain the community.

Community design takes much time and manpower, and for successful community design, there
should be a leader with the right leadership and philosophy and manpower of residents with proper
competence, and partnership between the participating organizations should be built. For this reason, in
reality, it is true that community design led by the residents is not easy. However, if community design
is characterized by the recovery and recreation of community value, and if the increase of the residents’

voluntary demands and the attachment of importance to sustainable voluntary development through
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indigenous community development are the flow of this time, then local residents, the owners of the
community should be at the center of community design, and it is desirable that an atmosphere of not
being impatient but waiting for them should be created so that trial and error in good faith of the
residents passionate for community design may be allowed. It should be community design of the

residents, by the residents, for the residents.

Keywords : rural village, community design, participation of residents, governance, the residents’

satisfaction
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