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ABSTRACT

A Study on Collaboration
between Elementary English Teacher and

Class Teacher

Oh, Su Jeong

Major in Elementary English Education
Graduate School of Education

Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Ko, Kyoung Hee

This study explored and applied collaboration between an elementary
English specialist teacher and a class teacher to supplement the weakness
of the specialist teacher system. It then examined how such collaboration
affected the students of a 6th grade class. Interviews with the specialist
teacher revealed that she had difficulties in collecting assignment, creating
learning atmosphere, and English reading and writing instruction. As the
collaboration plans of class teacher for this, class teacher helped collection
of English assignments and gave feedback to assignment, shared her class
reward system of class teacher to foster good learning atmosphere of the
class. To enhance the students interest in English reading, the class teacher
provided the learning environment for reading English books and
encouraged help among peer students. The results of collecting and
analyzing a questionnaire and interview data of students, observation of the
students, and interviews with the specialist teacher, showed that as a result
of the two class teacher's, the students were more attentive to their
homework assignments and to their English class. The specialist teacher

evaluated that the class could be differentiated from other classes in terms
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of learning atmosphere and achievements. The students also showed
increased interest in English reading, as they could read English books
suitable for their levels and learning with the help of peer students. The
peer help system created a learning community and it positively influenced
their learning in other subject areas.

The results of the study suggest that collaboration between the English
specialist teacher and the class teacher be utilized in schools for more
effective English education. In particular, cooperation between the two
teachers in this study is found to have positive influence on class attitude
and students' learning. This was possible without adding too much additional
work load to the class teacher's routine responsibilities. The study suggests
that a class teacher's intent to cooperate with the specialist teacher can
foster positive changes in students' attitudes toward their learning, which
leads to better learning outcome. Thus, it is hoped that collaboration
between the two teachers is utilized more widely in elementary English

education.

Keywords : English specialist teacher system, Elementary English teacher,

Class teacher, elementary English education
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