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<Abstract>

A Study on the Expressions of Transparency in

Contemporary Sculpture

Ko Yun-jeong

Major in Sculpture
Department of Fine Arts
Graduate School of Jeju National University

Supervised by Prof. Kim Bang-hee

In sculpture of the 20th century, the expansion of media and the
visualization of space led the various changes of formative concepts along
with the transition to new consciousness and made free attempts from the
material to something beyond time and space limitations.

Contemporary art ran in a reverse direction to modernism, which sought
after a non—material dimension for works while using the materials from the
real world. It visualizes transparency by choosing non-material elements
themselves or elements close to non—materiality, creating art of more specific
experiential perception and thus applying more materials of transparency.

In art, transparent materials are the expression of mixed spatiality as a
moving vision. Transparency can be achieved with transparency effects in
space and concept despite the absence of realistic transparency.

The concept of ‘transparency’ has been discussed according to contemporary
flows and interpreted in various meanings. However, the concept itself has
been expanded in diverse ways and used in confusing ways with a shortage

of its understanding in terms of art history and aesthetics.
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The investigator thus examined the importance origins of clear transparency

concepts based on the theories of many different scholars and also the
aesthetic effects and expressive characteristics of transparent materials. The
present study aimed to investigate the uses and various interpretations of
transparent materials in artistic works and thus figure out the flows of
transparency expressions in contemporary sculpture.

In an effort to induce the connections of transparency expressions, which
were a topic in her works based on such topics as problematic consciousness,
the investigator defined transparency capable of visual space embodiment as
‘transparency as a physical element’ including both material materials with
mass and practically invisible non-material materials in Chapter II, which
also looked into the organizational principles, characteristics, and effects of
transparency expressions. Chapter III analyzed contemporary sculpture works
of transparency expressions by material according to the criteria of
transparency expressions identified in Chapter 1. Chapter IV selected,
compared, and analyzed the works of a similar tendency to the investigator’'s
works of transparency expressions to promote the understanding of
investigator works. The conclusion sorted out the content of the main body
to figure out the applicability of transparency expressions in contemporary
sculpture and search for directions for its new development. Those findings
led to the following conclusions.

First, transparency expressed in contemporary sculpture minimizes shapes
through active utilization of space beyond simple utilization of properties of a
material itself.

Second, the old material elements are characterized by original expressive
styles and effects through the utilization and ongoing inquiry of wvarious
techniques and further demonstrate a variety of communicative ways within
space through the combination of material and non-material elements and the

visualization of non-material elements themselves.
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Third, even though the concept of transparency is shared through the
viewers’' experiences and interpretations of meanings, its significance expands
the senses and perceptions to the spiritual dimension that is not confirmed
and stipulated.

Finally, the investigator compared and analyzed investigator’'s works with
those of the existing arts of a similar tendency through “camouflage”
elements and found differences in detailed expressive characteristics and
connoted meanings between them in spite of a similar tendency in expressive

effects.
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