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[ABSTRACT]

A study on measures to activate the participation of

females in local politics

- Focused on Jeju Special Self-Governing Province -

For a long time in Korea, males have been the dominant presence in
politics, and it is still seemingly difficult for females to enter the arena
with numerous obstacles in their way. Even after wvarious efforts to
implement local self-governments and the participation of females in
politics, only a minority of the participants in local councils are females. In
case of Jeju region, with the introduction of Jeju Special Self-governing
province in 2006, wide area council replaced basic local council. Due to
this special circumstance, opportunity of female participation in politics is
relatively narrow compared to other regions. It contradicts with Jeju
women’s independent character and their expected roles. Therefore,
expansion and vitalization of female participation in local politics are
urgenly needed.

This study conducted awareness surveys targeting province residents
and interviews targeting experts to suggest measures to activate female
participation in local politics. the awareness surveys investigated whether
there were statistically any significant differences in characteristics in
population society, level of interest in politics following participation in
politics, the recognition of participation in politics of Korean females, and
recognition of participation in politics of females living in Jeju. The

interviews with experts analyzed topics such as necessary factors for a
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female to enter the field of politics, obstacles and measures to activate
participation. The results are as follow.

First, out of the 10 factors, gender, residence, and experience in political
participation showed noticeable differences in recognition. Gender and
residence showed statistically significant differences in 9 questions, while
experience in political participation showed statistically significant
differences in 8 questions. On the other hand, education showed the
smallest difference in recognition.

Second, in the field of participation in politics of Korean females, out of
7 factors the most remarkable difference in recognition was residence,
showing statistically significant difference in 6 questions. Also, gender(3
questions), and education(2 questions), household income(2 questions) also
showed partial difference in recognition.

Third, in the field of recognition of participation in politics of females
living in Jeju, out of 4 factors gender and residence showed the more
remarkable difference in recognition with gender showing statistically
significant differences in 4 questions and residence in 3. Education(2
questions), intent to participate in politics(2 questions) also showed partial
difference in recognition.

Fourth, through the interviews past and present congresswomen
answered that the necessary factors for a female to enter the field of
politics included professionalism, political funds and a philosophical outlook
that gave priority to public office. On the other hand, female party
members answered that the necessary factors included fair nomination and
the discovery of a capable female leader.

Fifth, through the interviews past and present congresswomen answered

that the obstacles a women faces when participating in politics included
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financing capabilities and the lacking organizational power of the existing
male—focused political culture, while female party members answered lack
of support from family and absence of diverse mentors.

Sixth, through the interviews past and present congresswomen and
female party members answered the measures that are need to activate
female participation in politics answered that the necessity and creation of
an atmosphere for female participation in politics as the most important
factor. Past and present congresswomen also suggested the creation of
conditions to nominate female candidates, improvement of the
male-centered political culture, and availability of female political figure
mentors. Female party members suggested continuous operation of a
female politician training program, the necessity of solidarity with
women’s organizations, and public conversion of childcare.

Through the results of the survey and interviews, measure to activate
female participation in local governments have been suggested by being
classified into institutional factors and social-cultural recognition factors.
For institutional factors, first, it is necessary for a system for obligatory
nomination of female candidates. Second, a fund needs to be created for
the training of female politicians. Third, male-female accompanied election
must be introduced. Fourth, proportional representation must be expanded.
As for social-cultural recognition factors, first, the necessity for female
participation in politics and differentiation must be publicized. Second, the
expansion of social contribution and parliamentary politics by past and
present congresswomen must become a bigger issue. Third, political
influence of women must grow. Fourth, Training for female politicians is
needed. Fifth, there must be a mentor-mentee program for past politicians

and people who wish to become politicians to meet.
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This study was conducted through analysis of actual proof and
interview investigation, and factors that are hard to understand through
proof evaluation such as necessary factors for a female to participate in
politics, were investigated through interviews with past and present
congresswomen who have experience in or have intent to participate in
politics. This study is significant in that it offered detailed and realistic

measures for development.

Key Words: Females, Local Council, Participation of politics, Measures

of activation
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