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Study of Di Ren Jie's Image of Character in "Digong casey

Kim, Kyu Tae

Department of Chinese Language & Literature

Graduate School, Jeju National University

<Abstract>

This study aims at analyzing images of characters created in process of
accepting a historical figure Di Ren Jie in literary work through "Digong case
1, a novel of public security in the Qing Period, and literary works based on
this novel and at investigating relationship between image of character in '
Digong cases and reality of the time.

For these purpose, this study was carried out as follows:

First, I investigate a historical figure Di Ren Jie’s life through historical
records.

Second, I analyze Di Ren Jie’s image of character through "Digong cases, a
novel of public security in the Qing Period.

Third, I analyze Di Ren Jie's images of characters appeared in "A Judge
Dee Mysteryy written by the Dutch Robert Hans van Gulik and movies and
dramas produced in modern times.

Fourth, I explore relationship between Di Ren Jie character that I studied
above and reality of the time, the end of Qing Dynasty when the work was
formed.

Based on the above methods, I drew the following results.

First, I found out that Di Ren Jie recorded in the history is still an admired
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official, given his character of great personality, sensible attitude, and
noticeable achievements as an official.

Second, because of the genre feature of public security fiction, the image of
Di Ren Jie in "Digong cases has a strong feature of a judge solving
incidents. However, unlike the other public security novels, "Digong cases has
a very political writings in the latter half of novel, which is a unique feature
of "Judge Dee;.

Third, in TA Judge Dee Mysterys and other works created based on this,
unlike 'Digong cases, political nature disappears and those are nearer
Western detective story focusing on logical solution of a case. Due to this,
the image of Di Ren Jie character or a detective image is described
remarkably.

Fourth, the strong political nature which is the unique feature of 'Digong
casey 1s a means for accusing confused social aspect of the late Qing and
criticizing a faction of the then ruling power the Empress Dowager Cixi,
which was expressed with evil deed of Empress Wu Zetian in the Tang
Period as a material. This must be the subject that the author of "Digong
casey tried to mention through this novel.

This result shows that "Digong cases is a great work with the subject of
satirizing and criticizing the social conditions at that time, escaping from the
good triumphing over the evil, the subject of general public security novels,

and popular style of writing.

Key words: "Digong cases, "A Judge Dee Mysterys, a novel of public

security, a novel in the Qing Period, detective novel, Di Ren Jie, image of

character, Qingguan, political nature, reality of the time.
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