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ABSTRACT

Textile Pattern Design using patterns depicted on

Yang Guife1 fashion

Bing, Ga
Department of Clothing and Textile
Graduated School of Jeju National University

Supervised by prof. Jang, Ae—Ran

In China, the Tang Dynasty (618~907) was a gigantic worldwide unified
empire, which enjoyed the 2" period of prosperity to the period of the Han
Dynasty. The Tang Dynasty which constructed the Silk Road also enjoyed a
economic prosperity and a cultural promotion while being prevalent with
[slamic and Western customs and cultures as its territory was enlarged and
merchants would frequently come and go in the country. The Tang Dynasty
cultures were mixed with strong North Dynasty cultures and splendid South
Dynasty cultures along with foreign cultures imported from other countries;
so, the cultures in the country were aristocratic and international As a
result, women would wear such costumes as were the most graceful apparel
in the history of China. The representative women costumes were composed
of skirt, jacket and vest. They were characterized by the facts that they
reflected ancient arts and cultures of China so that they comprised diverse
designs and beautiful & clear colors, that they succeeded to and
exaggerated and developed the traditional methods of the past dynasties,
that they accepted and beautifully expressed Manchu garment patterns and,
in particular, that they were an open style. Women costumes during the
Tang Dynasty reflected splendid cultures and comprised epochal cultures in

a feudal society. Therefore, the Tang Dynasty costumes were the most
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significant and important milestone in the history of costumes in China. In
this respect, this research considers that jacket and skirt in which the
shoulders and back were exposed need be interpreted to symbolize the
ideological liberation and free fashion at that time. The women costumes
during the Tang Dynasty are characterized by their traditional patterns and
traits. Then it is meaningful that, from the costumes, the values of fashion
designs and patterns are derived and re-interpreted for modern trends, so
that diverse fashion designs and textile patterns may be developed. For that
purpose, Empress Wu Hou and Yang Guifei are selected from representative
historic women in China. Empress Wu Hou would wear representative
women costumes, but when she became the supreme ruler later, she would
frequently wear such costumes as expressed strong masculine factors. That
1s why this research chooses Yang Guifei as a representative model.

Then, the following research topics are selected in order to achieve the
purpose of this research.

First, the costumes worn by Yang Guifei as she was a commoner,
princess and empress are derived from foreign and domestic documents
and preceding researches.

Second, the costumes worn by Yang Guifei as her status was changed are
selected so that historical textile patterns and designs may be developed
based on elegant patterns in the Tang Dynasty and that the symbolic
meanings of patterns and colors expressed on the fabrics of the costumes
may be examined.

Third, fashion designs, to which the textile patterns and designs are

applied, are developed and illustrated.

This research is intended to consider the characteristics of women
costumes during the Tang Dynasty which have an important value in the
history of Chinese costumes and to investigate into which costumes Yang
Guifei a representative woman in the Tang Dynasty would wear as her
status was changed, with a view to designing modern textile patterns after

symbolic patterns have been screened.

_71_



The following are the results of such efforts.

First, below listed are the characteristics of women costumes during the
Tang Dynasty derived from important historic documents and materials
including poems and phrases, “New Tang Dynasty Chronicles” and “Old
Tang Dynasty Chronicles.” In the Tang Dynasty, Chinese garments were the
most popular style among women irrespective of their social status. The
basic components of the garments include underwear, jacket, topcoat, short
coat, skirt, vest and Manchu garment. In the Tang Dynasty which was a
feudal society and directly influenced by foreign cultures, a popular fashion
was that women would daringly expose her breast.

Second, this research has investigated the costumes of Yang Guifei whose
status was changed from a commoner to a princess and an empress. In the
Tang Dynasty, the imperial household would wear not only basic clothes but
also diverse clothes according to their circumstances and ranks based on
the strict imperial household system.

Third, the symbolic patterns and conventional five colors of women
costumes and Yang Guifei costumes during the Tang Dynasty are
re-interpreted in a modern way so that motif patterns originating from lotus
flower, peony and phoenix may be created and repeatedly arranged so as to
develop textile patterns.

Fourth, based on the results of this research, the characteristics of women
costumes during the Tang Dynasty are utilized and turned into textile
patterns so as to design new costumes.

As is seen in the above, it is demonstrated that patterns of Yang Guifei
costumes can be satisfactorily utilized to design textile patterns and that
Yang Guifei costumes can be used to re-define the values of women
costumes during the Tang Dynasty. Fashion designs, into which textile
patterns are inserted, are illustrated so that the history of costumes during

the Tang Dynasty may be deeply understood.

Key words: Tang Dynasty, Yang Guifei, underwear, jacket, topcoat, short

coat, skirt, vest, Manchu garment, pattern design
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