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1) Carney is a Professor of Geography, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma
74078.

2) ¥+, TThe output is sparse and the duration is short when one compares the study

of music geography to the wealth of material and long tradition of music research in
the sister disciplines of history, sociology, anthropology, and folkore. Why is the
geographic contribution so little and so late? In part, it is due to the overwhelming

amount of material and diversity of subject matter., <.
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ABSTRACT™

Developing Materials for Learning Other Subjects

through Music
-4th Grade Geography 1n Social Studies—

Kang, Sun mi

Major in Elementary Music Education
Graduate School of Education

Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Cho, Young Bae

This study aims to develop alternative materials for learning geography

part in social studies, which, among many other subjects, often adopts
the one-sided Ilecture method, that facilitates learning content by
implementing musical pieces that contain temporal sensibility and various
geographical factors. The materials may help achieve the learning
objective more efficiently not only in the cognitive domain but also in
the affective domain. Toward this goal, this study defines ‘the Science of
Music Geography’ as music-geography relations and explores the value
of implementing musical pieces in the learning of geography.

* A thesis submitted to the committee of Graduate School of Education, Jeju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education
conferred in August, 2013.

_66_



Part two reviews literature on the subject and previous studies.
Examining related studies that deal with learning geography in social
studies through music and implementing musical pieces, it is found that
musical pieces have been used in various ways and produced significant
effects. Unfortunately, however, materials available for actual use were
found to be inefficient. Since the present study aims to develop materials
for children in the 4th grade, the musical characteristics specific to this
target group were analyzed using the theoretical paradigms of scholars
including Jean Piaget and Rudolf Steiner. Through this process, children
in the target group were found to learn best through firsthand
experiences with materials about which they desired to learn, because
children of that grade level are able to operate systematically and
rationally only when it comes to dealing with concrete and practical
things. It is thus recognized that the sounds to which students are
introduced in music class should also serve as the basis for learning
other subjects not traditionally associated with music. According to
Steiner, children in this stage can comprehend elements of musical
expression individually by each element or mutually by the correlation
between elements and furthermore develop their aesthetic point of view.
Consequently, this stage is a suitable time for children to learn through
musical works.

Part three analyzes 4th grade geography in social studies and explores
the geographical elements contained therein as the first step toward
developing materials. In order to select the most appropriate musical
pieces in learning through music, it needs a standard of selection, the
following four criteria were used: ‘compliance with curriculum’, ‘validity
for music selection’, ‘children’s degree of understanding’ and ‘teachers’
ease of study design.” Additionally, musical pieces focused on the unit 1
of the first semester in 4th grade, which contained the most geographical
elements, were selected and each piece was examined in detail according
to the standards of selection mentioned above.

Part four presents a newly developed program capable of providing a
basic structure for actual teaching-learning activities using Webbed
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model, one of Fogarty’'s integrated education models. In an attempt to
show the actual effects of learning geography in social studies through
music, various possibilities for practical usage in a real class
environment were also explored, suggesting detailed application plans and
thoroughly demonstrating sample activity papers.

This study helps broaden teaching-learning methods by attempting to
implement musical pieces familiar to us toward the end of learning other
subjects. To date, studies of this sort have been exceedingly scarce.
However, in an age when integration in education is strongly preferred
to teaching-learning methods focused only on one subject and emotional
development 1is gradually taking center stage, implementing musical
pieces for learning geography in social studies in elementary school,
although unfamiliar, can be seen as an inevitable education method in
our ever—changing world.

Key words: learning through music, the Science of Music Geography,
geographical elements, material development
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