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ABSTRACT

Analysis of the Structural Relationships among Social Support,
Resilience, Internalizing Problem Behaviors and Externalizing Problem

Behaviors of the Children from Deficient Families in Yanbian Area

Ming-Shu Jin
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Graduate School, Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor In-Hoi Lee

China has been going through the construction of unique sociallist
modernization economically, although China stands for socialist country. In
this regards, ethnic Korean society of Yanbian area in China has been
undergoing consequential changes of industrialization and urbanization, social
structure, family structure, and socio—economic status of women. Especially,
for a number of factors including the parents’ overseas departure or to the
nearby metropolis of employment, rises in the divorce rate, and the absence
of their children’s education in home, the children from deficient families
show changes in values, identity confusion, psychological stability, deficiency
of desire and affection, helplessness, interpersonal maladjustment, behavioral
problems such as flight, aggression, and crime. Therefore, the principal point
1s to develop and utilize inherent strengths and resources of children, and
investigate the relationship between the relevant variables that can induce
successful adaption in the situations of behavioral problems or conflict

situations.
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In this study, according to the Achenbach (1991), behaviors assorted into
two classifications. Under—controlled behaviors such as flight and aggression
are classified for externalizing problem behaviors, and behaviors such as
depression, anxiety and excessive control are for internalizing behaviors. After
setting up the structural relationship between social support, resilience,
internalizing behavior problems, and externalizing problem behaviors based on
the research review, causal relationships between variables was investigated
according to the structural equation model analysis. For this purpose, the

following research questions were proposed.

1. What is the structural relationship among the variables of social support,
resilience, internalizing problem behaviors, and externalizing problem behaviors

of children from deficient families in Yanbian area?

2. Are there any structural differences of the social support, resilience,
internalizing problem behaviors, and externalizing problem behaviors between

Ethnic Korean and Chinese children from deficient families?

In order to investigate these research questions Total of 484 (Korean for
265 people, Han for 219 people) children from deficient families were selected.
They were from 5-6 grade in elementary schools, located in the region of
Yanji City, Longjing City, Antu County in Yanbian. Descriptive statistics of
the relevant variables, t-test were verified by using SPSS18.0 program, the
structural equation model was verified by using Amos 20.0 program, and the

difference between the two groups was verified through multi-group analysis.

The following conclusions were drawn from the results and discussion.
First, social supports of children from deficient families in Yanbian had a
direct impact on the resilience, social support, and also had a direct impact on
the internalizing problem behaviors. And resilience had a direct impact on
externalizing problem behaviors, internalizing problem behaviors had a direct
impact on externalizing problem behaviors. Also, social support indirectly

affected externalizing problem behaviors through resilience and internalizing
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problem behaviors. It was proven that the indirect effect of social support
mediated by internalizing problem behaviors influencing externalizing problem
behaviors was larger and more effective than the effect mediated by
resilience. These results proposed that it 1is necessary to conduct
parent—centric, teacher—centric, friend-centric education in order to get more
social support. when the education administrative offices, counseling centers,
local communities, schools, and families make early intervention and
counseling for children from deficient families, As the children in deficient
families especially hard to receive family support, it is so important to form
the school’s educational environment that can increase the support of teachers
and friends, culture of sharing and caring to formation emotional support and
informational support. Considering overall models of social support, social
support, resilience, and internalizing problem behaviors and externalizing
problem behaviors, the efforts to improve externalizing problem behaviors of

the children from deficient families in the Yanbian are the effective strategies.

Second, there were significant differences of structural relationships of the
variables such as social support, resilience, internalizing problem behaviors
and externalizing problem behaviors between ethnic Koreans and Chinese
children groups from deficient families. Furthermore, the results of specific
path coefficients of ethnic Korean and Chinese children from deficient families
confirmed that Chinese children was significantly higher than ethnic Koreans
in social support path coefficient influencing resilience, and ethnic Koreans
were significantly higher than Chinese children in social support path
coefficient related to internalizing problem behaviors. These results indicate
that Chinese children from deficient families received more social support than
ethnic Korean children followed by resilience improvement and fewer
internalizing problem behaviors. Therefore, more efforts are needed for ethnic
Korean children from deficient families including improvement of social

support and resilience, reduction of internalizing problem behaviors.
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