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<Abstract>
Dream of Restoration of Naive Idealism and Nature

in Trout Fishing in America

Inhee Kang

Major in English Education, Graduate School of Education
Jeju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Jongmin Byeon

Trout Fishing in America (1967) is not just a lyrical pastoral novel as the title
reveals itself. It consists of a number of 1960s’ counterculture elements. The writer,
Richard Brautigan (1935-1984), covered the matters of his time. The novel is
composed of forty—-seven short stories not closely connected to one another, but “Trout
fishing in America” as both the material and the theme penetrates the work. This
motif transforms its appearance as a person, place, or thing repeatedly. Consequently
the persona meets a trout stream it has sought.

The Washington Square of San Francisco is a main spatial background. The
Benjamin Franklin statue seemingly beholds his descendants as if saying, “You can
have material success, fame, and power if you are thrifty and sincere.” In this world
of capitalism, more and more people try to enjoy material abundance and convenience.
Yet, on the other side, a great number of people struggle in relative poverty and
poverty—stricken conditions. Many, therefore, are led to mental poverty. Many turn to
nature to soothe their hurt, but nature itself is suffering from selfish exploitation. In
“The Cleveland Wrecking Yard”, the 43 story in this novel, Brautigan depicts the

vivid images of exploited nature under the capitalist system through his affluent

¥ A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Jeju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education
in August, 2013.
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Imagination. It appears that anything in nature can be sold as various types of units.
The intention of the writer is to accuse the absurdity of human desire to use nature
according to a person’s materialistic needs.

In the novel, “I” keeps traveling in pursuit of recovering American naive idealism
and nature. Through Trout Fishing in America, Brautigan wants to restore the
following ideal images of American dreams: First, religious idealism harbored
through/by aspiring to achieve spiritual liberation. Second, dreams of success that
anyone can achieve wealth and fame at the cost of effort. Third, dreams of the
frontier which inspire people to keep moving towards new ideal places. Finally,
pastoral landscapes of Mother Nature that are taken for granted. However, in reality
seeing those images is impossible, which is the reason “Trout fishing in America’ is
wandering in agony. Consequently, Brautigan wishes to restore those archetypal
images in realities of life through creative imaginings. In short, Trout Fishing in
America’s ultimate message can be said as “Make your American dreams come true

through your creative imaginations.”
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