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<ABSTRAT>

A Perception of Elementary School Students

on Students from Multicultural Families

Go, Min—jung

Department of Social Studies Education
Graduate School of Education Jeju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Yeum, Mi-Gyeung

The purpose of this study is to plan some educational measures in order for
students from multicultural families to adjust to school life by investigating a
perception of normal students on students from multicultural families. For the purpose
of the study, statistical analysis with questionnaires collected from total 1,143
students from Baekrok elementary school(grades 2 to 6) and Suwon elementary
school(grades 4 to 5) which are multicultural education research schools in Jeju
island. And in-depth interviews method with students and teachers based on research
data by the questionnaires are also used.

A brief result of the study is as follows. Firstly, as a result of studying normal
students’ degree of interest, adjustment, favorability and familiarity on students from
multicultural families, all four elements show high rate. However, it is considered to
have this result as the schools participated are multicultural education research
schools. As a perception of normal students from multicultural education research
school on students from multicultural families, they think students from multicultural

families are adjusting to their school lives, have good impression on them and feel
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favorability. Thus, multicultural education programs which are being run mostly by
multicultural education research schools shall be expended to normal schools.

Secondly, as a result of looking at interest, adjustment, favorability and familiarity
of normal students on students from multicultural families according to gender, male
students showed higher rates than female students. This shows male students have
more positive thought on students from multicultural families than female students.
Thus, it is necessary to consider the gender characteristics when designing
multicultural education programs in order for students from multicultural families to
adjust to school life by getting along with normal students, and also regional
characteristics and school moods shall be considered as well.

Thirdly, as a result of looking at interest, adjustment, favorability and familiarity of
normal students on students from multicultural families according to grade, grade 2
showed higher rates of adjustment, favorability and familiarity on students from
multicultural families than grades 3, 4, 5 and 6. This shows grade 2 has positive
thought on students from multicultural families comparing to other grades. Thus,
reconsideration of desirable perception on students from multicultural families and
cultural diversity education shall he conducted not to have any prejudice and
stereotype on differences of appearance, skin color and language of students from
multicultural families, and age of the students shall be considered as well for the
education.

Fourthly, as a result of analysis of the study, normal students being in the same
class with students from multicultural families doesn’t mean that it effects on
interest, adjustment, favorability and familiarity of normal students on students from
multicultural families. However, when looking at it specifically, while normal students
being in the same class with students from multicultural families doesn’t effect on
interest and familiarity of normal students on students from multicultural families, but
on adjustment and favorability. As there was a significant difference in adjustment
and favorability, it is showing that normal students who have school life together
with students from multicultural families in the same class think they adjust to the
school life well;, however, they have a lower favorability on students from

multicultural families. Thus, there is a need for an educational program that helps
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normal students and students from multicultural families get along with each other
and form friendship in the school as this is their main activity place, and also
enables them to have favorability to each other.

Fifthly, as a result of analyzing to see if normal students knowing students from
multicultural families effects on interest, adjustment, favorability and familiarity
towards to students from multicultural families, normal students who know students
from multicultural families have higher interest, adjustment, favorability and
familiarity than normal students who don’t. This shows that spending more time with
students from multicultural families will make them positive about students from
multicultural families. Thus, there is a need to make a school environment that
normal students and students from multicultural families can get along with each
other during their school life.

Finally, as a result of analyzing to see if frequency of normal students being in the
same class with students from multicultural families effects on interest, adjustment,
favorability and familiarity towards to students from multicultural families, except for
favorability, normal students who were never in the same class with students from
multicultural families have lower interest, adjustment and favorability comparing to
normal students who were in the same class with students from multicultural
families once, two times and more than 3 times. This shows that while interest,
adjustment and favorability goes higher when normal students being in the same
class with students from multicultural families more than once, favorability shows the
opposite. Thus, there is a need for a program that enables normal students to spend
time with students from multicultural families during their school life and feel closer
to them.

The target of the study was only Jeju—si. To generalize the study result, there
shall be a research with targets of multicultural education research schools
throughout Jeju Island. Also, when measuring perception of elementary school
students on students from multicultural families, the result was based on quantitative
analysis and qualitative analysis was only a complement. Thus, there should be more
studies with qualitative analysis for the future research. Furthermore, there is a need

for more deep and systemic comparison of perceptions of elementary school students
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on students from multicultural families between multicultural education research

school and normal schools separately. This will be a challenge for the future study.
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