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[ABSTRACT]

A Study on the Perception of Teachers and Parents
on the Full Enforcement of the School Free Meal

System 1In Jeju

Hyun, Gil Ah

Educational Administration, Graduate School of Education

Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor: Lee, In Hoi

Disputes over ‘the free meal system’ were highlighted around the local
election on June 2nd, 2010, and the system was fully or partly enforced
nationwide with the school opening in 2011 as its start. In Jeju, too, from the
school opening in March, 2011 as its start, the free meal system was
enforced at middle schools located in eup or myeon area as well as
elementary schools including Kkindergartens (private & attached Kkindergartens);
however, in 2012, for the lack of finances, it could not be fully extended to
middle schools, but it was enforced up to third graders at middle schools
located in dong area.

In 2012, Jeju Special Self-Governing Province’'s Office of Education and Jeju
Provincial Assembly were in confrontation with each other over whether the

free meal system should be fully extended to middle schools in 2012. Jeju

_84_



Special Self-Governing Province's Office of Education supported gradual
extension as it was hard to secure the budget for it while Jeju Provincial
Assembly insisted the full enforcement. After the repeated disputes, it was
decided to enforce it fully at the special meeting of Jeju Provincial Assembly
in December, 2012. Thus, according to the decision—making, from 2013, the
school free meal system is fully enforced for the subjects of compulsory
education up to middle schools.

The purpose of this study is to analyze the recognition of teachers and
parents on the school free meal system in Jeju, draw developmental measures
for it, and find out ways to develop the school free meal system. To attain
the goal, a survey was performed to the teachers and parents of the schools
having nutrition teachers in Jeju, and among the questionnaire sheets

collected, 166 from teachers and 163 from parents were used for the analysis.

The results of this paper are as follows: first, about ‘necessity for the full
induction of the school free meal system’, both teachers and parents recognize
it 1s needed to induce the school free meal system fully up to middle schools.
About ‘the reason for the full induction of the school free meal system’, they
think it is needed since elementary and middle schools fall under ‘compulsory
education’. About ‘whether the range of subjects for the school free meal
system should be extended’, most of them select ‘from kindergarten to high
school’, so it is needed to extend the school free meal system from
kindergarten to high school.

Second, about ‘the reason why the government should support the school
free meal cost’, both teachers and parents mostly recognize ‘it is because
students’ health can be managed from the national dimension’. About ‘subjects
to take responsibility for the finances of school free meals’, they choose ‘the
government and local governments. About ‘the proper ratio that the

government should be responsible for when the school free meal system is
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fully enforced’, they choose ‘over 50%’, and about ‘the aspects to be
intensively considered to establish the school free meal system’, they select
‘the aspects of welfare’. Therefore, the government and local governments
should take responsibility for the school free meal cost, and it is needed to
increase financial support.

Third, about ‘the possible problems resulted from the induction of the
school free meal system’, both teachers and parents choose ‘unavoidable tax
increase to secure the finances’. About ‘the range of tax increase to support
the school free meal system’, most of them think ‘3% or so is the most
appropriate. About ‘whether they agree on the tax increase resulted from the
school free meal system’, teachers agree more than parents, and about ‘the
reason why they agree on the tax increase resulted from the school free meal
system’, most of them think ‘it is natural for the government to be
responsible for food service expenses’, and about ‘the reason why they do not
agree on the tax increase resulted from the school free meal system’, most of

them recognize ‘it is unavoidable for the people to pay more tax temporarily’.
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