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<Abstracts>

Special Characteristics of Different Types of Jeju Folk Songs
from an Ethnical Perspective

Choa Hye—kyung

The folk songs that appear in Jeju's ecological environment,
history, society, culture and humanity such as its geography,
livelihood, conventions, beliefs, and natural features begs the
following question. If you were to consider other aspects other than
the scholarly element such as the practical element within the 'folk
songs which best represents Jeju’, just how and what kind of
different types could you list here?

The special characteristics of Jeju folk songs can be stated in
the following categories: the variety of the ’‘sound of herding
moshi(horses and cattle)’ under a functional division, the nationwide
distribution of the sound of haenyeos’ (women sea divers) oar
rowing, various changes in the funeral rites songs, underdevelopment
of songs with logical stories, and the strengthening of lyrical songs
with vivid descriptions.

Jeju Island had long been carrying out its farming practices
based on its special characteristics of its barren volcanic ash soil
as well as the breeding of livestock such as horses and cows. It
was therefore only natural that agricultural labor songs of the 'the
sound of herding moshi’ variety developed rapidly.
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The 'sound of herding moshi’ directly refers to a song that was
sung while driving the cattle or horses during farming practices.

This type of songs can be divided into different categories
depending on its function. First of all, there is the ’sound of
singing baht' while stepping on the fields after scattering the millet
seeds. Then there is the 'sound of singing dotgeoreun’ while
stepping on the fertilizer from the tongshi (traditional toilets
operated by pigs) after it had been kneaded together with the
seeds. Other than these two songs, there is the ‘sound of stepping
on the heukgut’ while stepping on the black soil by using the
cattle and plowing the yard in order to build a house Although
this was an act of stepping on the soil, horses were mostly used
to step on the field It was difficult to walk on the fertilizer or the
soil because the feet would sink in which was why the cattle did
the work instead. Depending on the function and usage of the
horse or the cattle, the stories were changed but the music was
quite similar. When the horse was in use, the tempo of the music
quickened while in the cattle’s case, the music slowed down a bit
more.

Furthermore, when the fertilizer was carried to the field or when
the fodder or the crops were delivered, ‘the sound of moshi
awrrying goods' were sung. When such work was done, the horses
were cajoled or petted but at the same time were whipped to
encourage better labor production.

Finally, there is the "sound of herding rmoshi’ which was sung
when leading the herd of horses up to the mountains or back to



USE BEOIM ME HFUR 2FY 54/ 121

the village that were released in the mountains for grazing before.
This can be classified as the songs that were sung by taeuris
(cowherds). In some areas, it was also called the ‘sound of
plowing baht' while plowing the fields.

The nationwide distribution of the sound of haenyeos’ (women
sea divers) oar rowing spread out to the southemn and westemn
shores of mainland as well as the Wulsan district. They sang this
song when they went out by boat to dive in the sea in Jeju and it
was shared by all haenyeos (women sea divers) who were exported
out to other areas which is why there is not much difference in its
stories or musical elements regardless of any other regions or
whichever person.

The funeral rites songs in Jeju district is going through some
changes in moderation depending on which district. Although it
shares similar elements in its music and stories, it is beginning to
show little differences in each different district and the chorus
format is changing too. The biggest reason for this could be
attributed to the changes given by its singer in each village.

When a funeral ceremony is being carried out, the most
competent singer of that particular area is raised to the highest
level with the most important role without question. The
phenomenon where an individual suddenly rising to a prominent
position is allowed appears in each village. This phenomenon could
be viewed as an interception in regional communications.

The reason behind the absence of songs with logical stories
amongst Jeju folk songs could be presumed through the special
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characteristics that appear as a result of a cultural influence. That
can be seen in the example of seosarmuga That is, a story where
a woman becomes the heroin as in bonpulie through a subject to
satisfy the desire for a narrative format. It can also be seen in the
narrative format where songs do not appear and there is a
strengthening in the aspect of lyrical songs with vivid descriptions.

*Key Words: Jeju folk songs, haenyeos, funeral ceremony, lyrical
songs, songs with logical stories, sound of herding

moshi





