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ABSTRACT

The research reported here has dual proposes. It recognizes the limitations
of social studies textbooks by analyzing how the education for sustainable
development i1s dealt with in social studies textbooks and then suggests the
way to improve the education for sustainable development. In fact, social
studies is connected to the education for sustainable development that is for
creating a sustainable society and the current situation of the education for
sustainable development in school is reflected on how well social studies
education 1s done in school, more specifically on the content of social
studies textbooks. So the research about current situation of the education
for sustainable development has been carried out through the learning
content of social studies textbooks, which is selected a lot among many
textbooks for social studies.

This study analyzed social studies textbooks quantitatively as well as
qualitatively using the content analysis method. The construct and proportion
of the unit, 'V Regional Development and Environmental Conservation' and
the proportion of small units where the concept, the education for
sustainable development, appears were analyzed quantitatively and the
learning activities were analysed qualitatively.

The main results of the analysis follow:

First, considering the importance of the concept 'sustainable development'
it is found that there is not large amount of a textbook that is allocated for
dealing with the concept. There is also the small amount in units of
geography. The unit, 'V Regional Development and Environmental
Conservation' is arranged in the middle part of a textbook. But if teachers
teach geography and general social studies separately, it looks as if
arranging it at the back of textbooks, so it could be given little importance.
Because small units which deal with the concept, 'sustainable development'
are also given little importance too, there is not enough amount to deal
with the concept.

Second, regarding the way to define the concept 'sustainable development',
it is defined in respect of solving environmental problems even though the

concept, 'sustainable development' emphasizes on the balance between
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economics, society, and environment.

Third, as a result of the analysis of the content of textbooks where the
concept, 'sustainable development' appears, it is found that the content is
overly weighted toward the sustainable development of environment. And
there are many core contents that are not covered in textbooks.

Fourth, as a result of the analysis of the elements of the concept,
'sustainable development' in textbooks, the rest of the elements, except for
participation, are given little weight and there are some elements that are
not dealt with at all.

Based on the results of the analysis, the ways to improve follow:

First, the concept, 'sustainable development' should be dealt with in the
relation to other concepts and other domains that appear in textbooks and
by putting more pictures and articles related to the concept, the larger
amount of a textbook should been allocated for discussing it. And the unit, '
V Regional Development and Environmental Conservation' should be put
more importance by arranging the unit on the front part of textbooks.
Second, the concept, ' sustainable development' 1is only discussed in
respect of environmental problems. Therefore, it should be dealt with from
the balanced view point of society, economics and environment.

Third, the main contents of the concept, 'sustainable development', such as
biological diversity, sustainability of corporations, market economy, reducing
the gap between the rich and the poor, human right, peace, safety,
unification, social justice, gender equality, knowledge, globalization, and
international responsibility, should be revised. The learning activities should
be designed to cover these contents in a balanced way in each textbook.
Forth, the elements of the education for sustainable development, which is
rarely covered in textbooks should be revised. A variety of exploratory
activities should be designed to build up the elements, such as participation,
balance, cooperation, critical approach, future oriented approach, value

orientation approach.

keyword: Sustainable society, Sustainable development, Education for
Sustainable Development, Regional Development and Environmental

Conservation, Social studies textbook
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