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Abstract

Study on Environmental Ethics Education Based on

Lao-Tzu’s Idea of Nature

- Centered on Middle School Moral Education -

Kim Hyun-Ki

Major in Ethics Education

The Graduate School of Education of Jeju University

(Supervisor Yang Bang-Ju)

To resolve current environmental problem fundamentally, humans need to
change their perception regards nature at first. In order to have such change,
sustainable and systematic education is crucial. Also change of perception
does not happen in a day but it can only be achieved through endless efforts
for long time.

Currently, environmental ethics education’s importance has been emphasized
due to environmental crisis so Korea had selectable subject regards
environment from 6th Education Curriculum and environmental ethics
education has been covered by moral education sector.

However, regardless of the importance in environmental education,

environmental ethics education has many problems. It lacks material, requires

_68_



too much studying, does not have systematic curriculum, and has low
environmental interest of students. Also the education only focus on lecturing
knowledge and the environmental pollution education is only emphasized.

The factors to resolve the current problem is basically two. First is to
have appropriate teachers with such capability. Secondly the teachers should
gain environmental ethics education teaching method. The teachers should
re—establish right relation between human and the nature so that students can
have perspective to see order and virtue of objects. Also they can understand
that human and nature is connected with organic loop with constant
relationship. Also appropriate teaching method should be used to encourage
students to develop their capability harmoniously and make them experience
for themselves. The teacher should not be just delivering knowledge.

Among many resolutions for environmental ethics education problem, this
study focus on improving teaching methods for environmental ethics education
based on Lao-Tzu's idea of nature and seeks ways to overcome
environmental crisis.

Especially, this study aims to figure environmental ethics idea from
Lao-Tzu's idea of nature so that we can overcome environmental crisis and
the following are the main perspectives.

Thirdly, the study seeks ways to integrate Lao-Tzu's idea of nature with
middle school environment ethics education so that the education remains as
practical and empirical not just to inject and deliver knowledge. With such
education, students can have change of perspective in natural law and
monism based on idea of "Integration with nature”. This allows them to gain
attitude and mind to love nature spiritually based on idea of "mercy”,
"frugality” and "modesty”. Also, constant implementation of Lao—-Tzu’s idea of
nature on environmental ethics education will bring change of perception and
this will take crucial role in overcoming environmental crisis.

Severe destruction on ecosystem, abnormal climate due to global warming
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and other natural disasters are keep on happening with continuous destruction
of nature by humans. This is serious problem for human themselves and
Lao—Tzu’s idea of nature which is harmonious perspective, will be the key to

overcome today’s environmental disasters.
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