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ABSTRACT

A Study on Social Poetry of Du Fu and Bai Juyi
. With Emphasis on the Mode of Expression

Kang, Seog Hun

Department of Chinese Language and Literature
Graduate School

Jeju National University

At the time of the Tang dynasty, poets, Du Fu and Bai Juyi left very
excellent works. In particular, their works are evaluated to be outstanding
achievements in the realm of social poetry, which shows a strong attachment
to society and people. This has led numerous researchers to study on social
poetry of these two poets;, Du Fu and Bai Juyi. The author of this thesis, I
think that it is meaningful to find out what the significant characteristics of
their social poetry are and where these come from. Thus, this study mainly
concentrates on the mode of expression, while laying focus on examining
what brings social poetry of Du Fu and Bai Juyi to life.

In chapter 2, an analysis of creation backgrounds is given. The first section
deals with historical background. It is proposed that the difference of lives of
these two poets who lived in Tang Dynasty, but not at the exactly same
time caused important differences between their works. In the second section,
ideological background which is one of the factors that effect on their views
on society and people is analyzed with a focus on the Confucian thought. In

the third section, literary background is examined. The literature of the time
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when Du Fu lived inherited realistic literature of former times, which has a
strong influence on Du Fu's realistic poetry. Bai Juyi, in turn, was affected
not only by this kind of realistic literary background but also Du Fu's works.
He became to make a new literary movement based on these backgrounds.

In Chapter 3, the modes of expression are analyzed. In the first section,
typification is discussed. It is one of the modes of expression through which
both Du Fu and Bai Juyi communicate social absurdities effectively. In the
section 2, it is shown that detailed description is quite often used in the
works of both of them, showing the reality at that time wvividly. The
technique of contrast presented in the 3rd section is considered as a common
method which both Du Fu and Bai Juyi used a lot for enhancing the feeling
of movement in reality or highlighting social absurdities starkly. In the 4th
section, disputatious characteristic is suggested as the most important
characteristic of social poetry of Bai Juyi, since this is found in almost every
part of his works, although found in a few of Du Fu's works. The b5th
section shows that objective narrative method is the mode which can be
considered to be the characteristic method which communicates own ideas in
the objective narrative ways such as objective depiction, dialogue, monolog,
and the like, not in the subject manners. It is discussed with relation to the
disputatious characteristic of social poetry of Bai Juyi. In the last section, it
1s discussed that the use of fables is a distinctive mode of expression in Bai
Juyi's works.

This study has both meanings and limitations in that it reorganized
previous studies. Following studies which analyze the social poetry of Du Fu

and Bai Juyi more deeply and comprehensively are needed at various angles.
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