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<Abstract>

A study on the education of artistic activities through the

experience of nature

- based on third and fourth grade elementary students -

Kim Dong Soon

Major in Art Education,
Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University

Jeju, Korea

Academic advisor Kwack Jeong-Myeong

I believe that everybody, at some point in their lives, has been moved and
even left speechless by nature. It's variety and mystery always produces a
feeling of admiration and stimulates our emotions. Nature purifies the
emotions and enriches our lives.

However, as our societies develop and multi-media takes a central role in
our lives, the environment is being polluted and the value of nature is
disappearing. For this reason, children in contemporary society have a
growing distance with nature.

When we consider this reality, I think it is necessary that, for the raising
of well-rounded people, educational alternatives must be suggested regarding
the revaluation of art education. Through research and study, I created an art
program that would centre around the experience of nature.

I wanted to offer this artistic experience to children so that nature and its
beauty can return as a more involved aspect of their lives, and through this

art education, purify their emotions.
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This research contemplates concepts of nature and the educational value of
experiencing nature, as well as the educational value and meanings of artistic
experience. As a following step, I have attempted to make a connection
between the knowledge I have gained through the research, and the need,
purpose and activities of the artistic program.

I offered the chance for a group of third and fourth grade elementary
students to get out of the classroom and to learn from nature directly, rather
than from the prevalent cramming method of education.

Our purpose was especially focused on enhancing children’s sense of
beauty and artistic taste. The artistic activities were split into three programs
and were designed to encourage the children to pay attention towards
nature’s sculptural elements, such as color, form, face, line and point, and
ultimately to gain educational growth.

<Program 1: Experiencing sculptural elements> is formed with activities to
observe nature’s interesting features, including shape, face, line, point, texture,
etc.

<Program 2: Experience of different colors> is formed with activities to
observe nature’s colors that look different by the light and time, and studies
on the attributes of color.

Lastly, the activity of <Program 3: Experience of artistic media> allows the
children to experience the previous two programs together as a whole and to
use nature as a material to produce an artwork.

The results of our research into art activities through the experience of
nature are as follows:

1. Through the comfort and new affinity with nature, students could express

themselves freely and richly.

2. Choice and use of materials is greatly broadened.

3. The variety of natural objects encourages the students to think more

freely and creativity is enhanced.
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4. Students became more motivated and the team activities helped to create
an atmosphere of cooperation.

5. This process made the possibility of a well-rounded education achievable,
satisfying the educational aspects of recognition and emotion at the same
time.

Through this research, I hope people realize the importance of artistic

experiences. Furthermore, carry on studying about artistic programs regarding

nature and finally enriches students’ emotions and develop their artistic taste.
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