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ABSTRACT"

A study on Writing Anxiety of
Elementary School Student

Lee, Jin-Hee

Major in Elementary Korean Education
Graduate School of Education

Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Jeon, Je-Eung

The purpose of this study is to extract 'writing anxiety’'s contributing factors’
through research on ‘writing factors’ and ‘anxiety factors’ and to examine the degree
to which those factors actually affect elementary school students. Anxiety has long
been the subject of studies in a wide variety of academic fields. Today, studies
related to anxiety are being conducted in specific areas of interest, such as
Mathematics anxiety, English anxiety, and Speaking anxiety.

‘Anxiety’ is also being dealt with in elementary school textbooks. Topics

* A thesis submitted to the committee of Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University in
partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education conferred in August,
2012.
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concerning ‘how to overcome speaking anxiety’ and ‘how to overcome writing
anxiety’ began to appear in Curriculum Standards of ‘Korean Language Revision in
2007. When comparing the two, however, it is noted that contents of ‘how to
overcome writing anxiety’ failed to convey the characteristics of ‘writing’ and
instead resorted to an undifferentiated adoption of ‘the result of a study on speaking
anxiety.” Accordingly, this study dealt with the writing anxiety of elementary school
students in order to establish a foundation of specific solutions for overcoming
writing anxiety.

The study group was composed of 280 4th and 6th grade students enrolled
in elementary schools located in Jeju city. For the data analysis, the statistically
analyzable 254 survey sheets were analyzed by SPSS 12.0 program. The findings
are as follows.

First, the levels of writing anxiety differed in terms of students’ gender and
writing ability. An independent Samples t-Test conducted to determine the impact of
school year, gender, and writing ability on the levels of writing anxiety experienced
by elementary students showed that school year (i.e. grade) does not contribute
significantly to differences in writing anxiety, while gender and writing ability do.

Second, among all factors, the social environment was found to play the
largest role in contributing to writing anxiety. When compared with the points of
writing anxiety’s other top contributors, ‘social environment' had the highest score,
followed by ‘emotional factor,” ‘physical environmental factor,” ‘writers’ cognitive
factor,” ‘writing cognitive factor,’” and ‘writing procedural cognitive factor.’

Third, the group with the higher sum of writing anxiety showed high
anxiety levels in all subordinate factors of writing. Namely, students with higher
levels of writing anxiety are likely to be affected by a collectivity of multiple
factors, and the levels of each factor also tend to be relatively high.

Fourth, students’ attitudes and responses as readers played an important role
in determining the level of writing anxiety experienced by the writer. ‘Praise and

encouragement’ by parents was the most positive factor while the ‘derision and
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taunting’ from peers showed the most negative effects.

Fifth, in examining the frequency of writing anxiety, it was found that
82.7% out of all subjects were experiencing writing anxiety. As for the frequency of
writing anxiety of each group, the bottom segment in terms of writing ability had
the highest anxiety, whereas the top segment in terms of ability had the lowest
anxiety. Additionally, the frequency of anxiety increased as students advanced to
higher grades. ‘Bewildered to figure out what to write’ was the leading cause of
experiencing writing anxiety, accounting for 50.4% of all responses. An examination
of anxiety levels by genre of text showed that ‘writing descriptive writings  topped
the list, followed by ‘writing letters,” ‘writing personal thoughts or feelings,” and
‘writing argumentative writings.’

The study results concerning writing anxiety differ from those concerning
speaking anxiety in multiple ways. Moreover, these differences indicate the need to
conduct in-depth and independent studies on writing anxiety that reflect the
characteristics of elementary students’ writing. In order to lessen students’ writing
anxiety, forthcoming studies should therefore be carried out with a focus on
suggesting various solutions based on proper understanding and on related studies

that reflect the specific characteristics of writing.

Key words: writing factor, anxiety factor, writing anxiety factor
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