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ABSTRACT"

A study on the Analysis of Academic Vocabulary
in a Korean Textbook
- Focused on a 6th Grade Textbook Taken for

2007 Curriculum Revision -

Kang, Ji-In

Major in Elementary Korean Education
Graduate School of Education

Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Jeon, Je-Eung

This study aims to examine the current status of academic vocabulary by
looking into its presentation in a ‘Korean' elementary-school textbook and
analyzing the characteristics.

Academic vocabulary refers to essential vocabularies in apprehending
and comprehending core contents throughout the learning process. It is also
used in articulating learned contents and putting forth an argument. This

usage of academic vocabulary can also be found in textbooks. Accordingly,

* A thesis submitted to the committee of Graduate School of Education, Jeju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education
conferred in August, 2012.
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this study looks into the status of academic vocabulary and unpacks its
characteristics by analyzing a 6h grade Korean textbook taken for 2007
curriculum revision.

In chapter II, the study examined the concept and characteristics of
‘academic vocabulary’ as they appeared in previous studies through a literary
review and determined the educational meaning of academic vocabulary
through a review of textbooks. Characteristics of academic vocabulary are as
follows: firstly, it is not commonly used in daily life but appears mainly in
academic texts and, although not the same as technical terms, shares
common characteristics with specialized technical terms; secondly, it requires
a certain level of understanding that can only be attained through studying,
as it has characteristics of technical terms; thirdly, most academic
vocabularies are Sino-Korean words; fourthly, it accounts for roughly 8
percent, or 926 kinds, of all academic texts in quantitative terms; fifthly, it
has characteristics of ‘post-subjectivity, ‘neutrality, and ‘inclusiveness of
multiple synonyms.’

After analyzing a Korean elementary school textbook in terms of the
particular characteristics of academic vocabulary, the study came up with
the following educational meaning. Firstly, academic vocabulary plays a key
role in the apprehension and comprehension of main contents in the learning
process. Secondly, it helps articulate learned contents. Thirdly, it aids in
reviewing and memorizing learned contents. Fourthly, it facilitates
self-directed learning.

In chapter II, the study examined and analyzed the status of
academic vocabulary represented in a 6h grade Korean textbook taken for
Curriculum Standards of ‘Korean Language’ Revision in 2007. After looking
into the present state and analyzing the characteristics of academic
vocabulary, it was determined that certain academic vocabulary should be

treated with great importance given the high frequency and exposure.
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Regarding characteristics depending on text character, academic vocabulary
appeared primarily in non-literary texts rather than literary ones. On the one
hand, some academic vocabulary that did not appear in a ‘present learning
content’ was seen in a ‘general review of each unit.” Additionally, some
academic vocabularies were transformed into easier terms in different units
even though they had been learned in the process of previous study. As a
result of analyzing characteristics of academic vocabulary in each unit
according to purposes of language use in accordance with Curriculum
Standards of Korean Language Revisionin 2007, it was found that units
pursuing the purpose of ‘information delivery’ and ‘persuasion’ were formed
in a way of delivering a far larger amount of academic vocabulary compared
to those pursuing the purpose of ‘expression of emotion' and ‘social
interaction.” Lastly, in the analysis of vocabularies in activities and text
within textbooks, more academic vocabularies were represented in activities
than in texts, confirming that academic vocabulary played a significant role
in facilitating major learning activities.

The study examined academic vocabulary made familiar to learners
through their exposure to textbooks taken for Curriculum Standards of
Korean Language Revision in 2007. Although a textbook might be subject to
changes following another revision of curriculum, the broad scheme in terms
of what must be learned is expected to remain unchanged. Thus, the list of
academic vocabulary that elementary school learners can learn and should
understand should be developed, and discussion about proper learning stages
must be done. Furthermore, concrete activities, as well as teaching and
learning methods, should be put in place in order to help learners better

understand academic vocabulary.

Key words: academic vocabulary, vocabulary, Curriculum Standards of

Korean Language Revision in 2007, textbook, educational availability
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