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ABSTRACT"

A study on the Aspect of Meaning Negotiation
through the Process of Meaning Construction in

Writing

Lee, Kyeong-Eun

Major in Elementary Korean Education
Graduate School of Education

Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Jeon, Je-Eung

This study aims to analyze the aspect of meaning negotiation in writing
by determining the hierarchical levels of meaning, extracting characteristics
and factors from each level, and exploring the implications on writing
education. Writing 1s a process of constructing meaning that involves a
writer and all others who interact with the text in order to build a more
developed meaning construction. At this moment, if student writers and
other involved parties are to be informed of the levels of meaning and well

guided into writing activity targeting a higher level of meaning construction,

* A thesis submitted to the committee of Graduate School of Education, Jeju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education
conferred in August, 2012.
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the objective and the need of meaning negotiation will become clear.

In chapter II, the study examined the concept of meaning and the methods
of explaining meaning construction and discovered the cause-effect relation
between the levels of meaning and meaning negotiation. As for explaining
the levels, meaning is divided into three stages: the 1% level is informational
meaning, the ond superficial meaning, and the 3 integrated meaning. The
levels of meaning that a writer and other involved parties come across
during meaning negotiation, which is based on these three levels, can be
combined In various mixes. Meaning negotiation sometimes becomes
meaningless when a writer does not him- or herself explore attempts to
change the levels of meaning, although meaning negotiation may transform
when a writer and other involved parties at various levels undergo a
reductive cycle procedure.

Chapter III demonstrates research methods of the aspect of meaning
negotiation. The study group was composed of 30 6th grade elementary
students. This study analyzed these students’ texts and recorded oral
statements in accordance with a total of three writing coursework
assignments by means of data analysis. It also outlined and suggested
writing education materials, as well as teaching and learning stages, for
instructing meaning negotiation.

The aspect of meaning negotiation was analyzed stage by stage in chapter
IV. In the recognition stage, it developed into integrated meaning based on
informational meaning while the levels of meaning were restricted given the
particular characteristics of the assigned coursework. A range of strategies
of writing rough drafts was seen in the materialization stage, where
informational and superficial levels of meaning dominated. In the discussion
stage, integrated meaning was accepted with difficulty while informational
meaning was easily accepted, and results of discussion did not always alter

the levels of meaning. As for the adjustment stage, students found it
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difficult to go back to the previous stage in order to write better sentences
while carrying out a self-questioning session. In the reconstitution stage,
different aspects were observed depending on each coursework and group. In
other words, there were some cases where the levels of meaning were
enhanced in comparison with draft writings, and there were others where
reconsideration remained incomplete and the levels of meaning did not
change.

Implications on writing education derived from the study results are as
follows.

Firstly, the levels of meaning, based on informational meaning, develop
into superficial meaning and integrated meaning. However, a writer needs to
have subjectification and suggest alternatives in order to carry out writing
coursework successfully.

Secondly, a writer and other involved parties should recognize the
objective of meaning negotiation and make efforts to change the levels of
meaning through adjustment.

Thirdly, it is necessary to determine the levels of meaning and lay out the
characteristics when dealing with writing coursework in each curriculum
subject.

It is believed that the importance of meaning negotiation in Wwriting
education will continue to be emphasized through textbooks and curriculum.
Without substantive and concrete educational elements and methods,
however, many obstacles will get in the way of field application. Thus, I
suggest that circumstances which help students learn and improve social
interaction skills with a step-by-step approach be reflected in textbooks and
curriculums, and that studies on realistic education programs be carried out

in the field.

Key words: social interactions, meaning, meaning negotiation, the levels of

meaning
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