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ABSTRACT"

A study on Content Area Writing
Applying Genre-based Approach

Kim, Dong-Cheol

Major in Elementary Korean Education
Graduate School of Education

Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Lee, Joo-Seob

The purpose of this study is to examine ‘content area writing’ that helps
enhance writing ability as a learning tool, based on the gradually growing
necessity of writing in subject study. To achieve this, the study adopted the
concept of content area writing and attempt to approach content area writing
applying a genre-based approach.

In chapter 2, the study looked into the concept of content area writing
with focus on context dimension. Regarding context dimension, how multiple

factors affecting the writing process —e.g. the circumstances of writing in

* A thesis submitted to the committee of Graduate School of Education, Jeju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education
conferred in August, 2012.
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learning process, the relationship between a writer and readers, the purpose
of writing, and the content of writing — interacted and combined one another
was examined. As a result, it was seen that writing could vary in terms of
types according to different combinatory relations of those factors.
Additionally, the study determined that, in order for ‘writing’ to help learning
in content area writing, the levels of writing should aim at ‘writing for
essay in a form of text rather than just writing what a writer knows.

In chapter 3, the study looked at genre-based approach in content area
writing and suggested two representative perspectives of today’'s genre
theory. In other words, the genre status of content area writing was
examined through a new rhetorical view and a systemic functional view.
According to the new genre theory, genre was defined as peoples’ common
rhetorical responses to ‘repetitive circumstances.” Given this, it was found
that content area writing had the characteristics of ‘class subject’ genre
beyond writing genre through relationship between content area writing and
other learning activities which were different from the existing genre
system. At the same time, teaching content and teaching method for
implementing lessons on content area writing from the viewpoint of
systemic functional linguistics were determined. That is, the study revealed
what knowledge could be instructed in content area writing in terms of
‘register, which defines the context of situation.

Using the theoretical findings of this research, chapter 4 examines whether
or not actual content area writings were being properly implemented in
accordance with their genre characteristics. First, the genre characteristics of
content area text were analyzed in terms of register. Based on these
findings, the extent to which content area writing reflected the
characteristics of content area text represented in each content area was
examined through writing coursework assignments. In this regard, content

area writing was divided into four types when adopting the concept of
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external and internal genre according to interactions between registers, that
1s, according to the aspect of interaction between tenor and mode and
between field and mode. In other words, it was divided in terms of how
much students’ awareness about external genre and the course assignments
of content area writing required internal genre. The study also qualitatively
analyzed the actual outcomes of students’ writings in accordance with the
four types of assignments.

According to the results, awareness of external genre was high with
regard to content area writing, and assignments with higher requirements of
internal genre could affect students’ active meaning constructions, thereby
enhancing the effectiveness of learning.

The writing process 1s a personal process of cognition construction as
well as a social process. In order to bring the characteristics of writing to
bear upon learning, we should study those forms of writing most helpful for
students. The significance of this study consists in its determination of a
suitable pursuit of content area writing in qualitative terms by applying a

genre-based approach.

Key words: content area writing, genre theory, external genre, internal

genre, genre knowledge
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