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[Abstract]

The Mediating Effect of Optimism on the Relation
between Children-Perceived Parental Rearing Attitude

and Interpersonal Problem-Solving Styles

Kim, Hea Sook

Department of Psychotherapy
Graduate School of Social Education,

Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Song, Jae Hong

The purpose of the study was to investigate the relationship among
children—perceived parental rearing attitude, optimism and interpersonal
problem-solving styles, and to examine the mediating effect of optimism on
the relation between children-perceived parental rearing attitude and
interpersonal problem solving styles.

The research questions of the study were as follows.

First, what is the correlation between children—perceived parental rearing
attitude, optimism and interpersonal problem-solving styles?

Second, how does child’s optimism show the mediating effect in the
relationship among  children—-perceived parental rearing attitude and
interpersonal problem-solving styles?

For this research, the survey was responded from 367 children who were
randomly sampled in 4~6 year students of 3 elementary student schools in

the Jeju City with regard to a grade and sex. The measuring instruments
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were the following: Children—perceived Parental Rearing Attitude developed by
Oh and Lee(1982) and adapted by Im(1987), the Children’s Life Orientation
Test developed by Kim and Lee(2008) and the Children’s Interpersonal
Problem-Solving Styles developed by Hwang(1997). The study results were
analyzed based on the results obtained through a survey with the SPSS 14.0
and Amos 5.0 program.

Based on the result of preceding studies, the children’s perceived parental
rearing attitude, the optimism, and the interpersonal problem-solving styles
were selected as independent variables, a mediating variable and a dependent
variables. Correlational analysis among children’s perceived parental rearing
attitude, optimism and interpersonal problem-solving styles is conducted, and
Structural Equational Modeling(SEM) is used to validate mediating effects of
optimism on the relation between children’s perceived parental rearing attitude
and interpersonal problem-solving styles. Lastly, Sobel’s(1982) test was used
to verify mediation effect of optimism.

The results of this study were summarized as follows.

First, the study suggested that were a significant correlation among of
children—perceived parental rearing attitude, optimism and interpersonal
problem-solving styles.

Second, as validation result of mediating effect of optimism on relation
between children—perceived parental rearing attitude and interpersonal
problem-solving styles, optimism mediates these, and the partial mediation is
more suitable than complete mediation. Both children-perceived parental
rearing attitude and interpersonal problem-solving styles had a significantly
effect on optimism.

The findings of the study illustrated that children’s perceived parental
rearing attitude exerted a directly influence on interpersonal problem-solving

styles, and that it not be able to overlook indirectly impact on interpersonal
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problem-solving styles through optimism as well. These result imply that
parents education and optimism progress programs should be considered for

children’s positive interpersonal problem solving.

Key Words : Children-Perceived Parental Rearing Attitude, Optimism,

Interpersonal Problem-Solving Styles, Mediating Effect
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