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<Abstract>

A qualitative study on the career barriers of teenage school

drop-outs and the supports to them

Kim, Gun Young

Major in Counseling Psychology, Graduate School of Education,

Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Kim, Sung bong

This study” aims to devise the ways to support the teenage school drop-outs
who are  preparing to settle themselves in a society based on the career
barriers they will experience during the process of carrier search.

According to Educational Statistical Yearbook of Children and Youth Education
White Book, the number of teenage school drop-outs 1S increasing every year
and the reasons for that become diversified, too. Thus, this study aims to
investigate the career barriers they will experience during carrier search due to
many different reason and to find the ways to support them. The problems set

for the study are as follows;

(1) What are the career barriers that teenage school drop-outs experience

after they leave schools?

* This paper is the master's thesis which was submitted to the council of graduate school of
education, Jeju National University on Aug. 2012.
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(2) What the supports that the teenage school drop-out need because of the

carrier barriers?

This study intends to investigate the nature of the career barriers that the
teenage school drop-outs will experience through the process of career search
in depth based on a qualitative study. To to this, pre-interview was conducted
from May 2011 till Mar 2012, targeting 20 teenage school-drop-outs
commissioned to OO center, and then 9 school drop—outs who intended to study
further by means of returning to schools or qualification examinations were
selected by means of objective sampling. The collected data obtained through
in—depth interview was analyzed through domain analysis, classification analysis,
and triangular verification, and then the carrier barriers and the supports for
teenage school drop-outs were investigated. The findings from this study can be

summarized as follows;

First, teenage school drop-outs experience carrier barriers - difficulties in
learning, difficulties in time management, a lack of a sense of purpose, a lack of
confidence, difficulties in making rational decisions, difficulties in gathering

information, a lack of work experience, and emotional support, etc.

Second, the ways to support them for their carrier with respect to time
management, collection of information, learning, employment, and professional
counseling was sought after based on their carrier barriers and request for
supports. In addition to this, the emotional support respecting and understanding
them as they are rather than having negative image about them is needed so

that they can search their future carrier path and overcome the carrier barriers.

Based on the findings as above, the supportive plans including the provision of
the information, development of learning programs, introduction of mentor system
relating to the teenage school drop-outs' need for learning, employment and

program development; and the development of various programs for building
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confidence and a sense of purpose, and decision making for future carrier were
suggested. In addition, this study unveiled the importance of integrated
supportive system providing psychological and physical supports based on the
collaboration between families, schools and local communities, which will in turn
help the teenage school drop-outs to adapt themselves to the society, develop
their own carrier path, and function as members of a society. In addition, the
support and interest of families, school, and local communities for them will
provide an opportunity for them to develop their carrier path, overcoming carrier

barriers.
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