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Abstract

A Study on Simbang Shaman’s Tools, Mengdu, on Jeju Island

— Focused on the Origin, Hereditary Transmission, and Ritual Exorcisms —

Kang, So-jeon

Department of Interdisciplinary Postgraduate Program in Koreanology
GRADUATE SCHOOL

JEJU NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

The study was conducted to understand the shaman rituals focused on the origin,
succession, and ritual exorcisms. Mengdu is the key tools, or called Josang, which
normally means ancestors, but it also means the tools for shaman exorcism, because
the tools are normally bequeathed to an hereditary successor.

Understanding that Mengdu tools are the basic essentials to explain Simbang Jeju
native shamans and shamanism, the study strived to keep the focus on Mengdu
throughout the discussion. Mengdu reflects various aspects of shamanism to include,
Josang and the bequeathed shaman tools, Ipmu, entering into shaman profession as a
beginner and Seongmu, becoming the established shaman, the mythic origin, and
historic origin. Hence, the study paid attention to understanding of the phenomena
that the various aspects of Mengdu combine organically. It is not a simple task to
focus on Mengdu to explain shamanism and shamans and trying to examine their
roles and relationships. However, the result clearly revealed that Mengdu is the key

to put all aspects into one conclusion.

— 188 —



The study also reviewed Mengdu of Simbang Jeju native shamans in the aspects to
include, the composition and the origin, the types of Mengdu and succession, related
procedure of ritual performance, the significance of Mengdu, in a sequential order.
First, the introductory part of the study identified the components of Mengdu, which
consists of Sin-kal (the paper-ribboned knives), Sanpan (A set of tools for Jeju’s
shamanic divination) composed of Cheonmun brass coins, like old Korean yeopjeon
coins, Sangjan cups, and a Sandae dish, and a rainbow-ribboned bell called
‘Yoryeong.” The overview of the meanings, functions, and roles of each tool were
also summarized.

The study concluded with the results from the review and research in the process
of the introductory study. The historic origin of Mengdu can be at least the early
days of the Joseon Dynasty. The Jeju shaman Sin-kal knives and Yoryeong bells
have a similar shape to the ordinary Korean traditional ones, which leads to a safe
assumption that Jeju Mengdu inherited the trace of the ancient shaman tools. The
relationship with Korean shamanism was clear.

To review the mythic origin, the study reviewed each of the names, production,
and succession of Mengdu based on Chogongbonpuri mythic shaman exorcism. The
revealed results shed new light on the relationship between the names of deities and
the names of shaman ritual tools, the origin of the rule to put the Bonme marks, the
background reason of the story about the baby daughter of Jeongseung (senior
minister) of the Yu clan, which is pronounced as Yujeongseung-ttanim-agyi.

The type of Mengdu is divided into five types based on how Simbang shamans
prepare the tools. The five groups consist of Mulin-mengdu, Jojak-mengdu,
Bonggeun-mengdu, Jejeol-mengdu, and Bonhyang-mengdu. The study revealed that
there were various types of Mengdu tools existed. The review by type of Mengdu
provided a clue to understand the procedure of a beginner Simbang. There was a
certain consistency in the relationship between the type of Mengdu and the type of
initiation disease, or called spiritual possession, and hereditary succession from the

shaman mother to a beginner shaman. Bonggeun-mengdu and Jejeol-mengdu showed a
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greater relationship with Mengdu, while Bonghyang-mengdo takes a significant role in
the succession practice.

The process of passing Mengdu down to the beginner shaman was reviewed by
type of Mengdu. Munlin-mengdu fit most ideally to the process of Ipmun passing the
tool to the new shaman. Jojak-mengdu, Bonggeun-mengdu, and Jejeol-mengdu also
become a Mulin-mengdu as the simbang who received them from the shaman mother
passes them to her heir, continuing the history of the shaman practice.
Bonhyang-mengdu appears as Mulin-mengdu in essence. The Mengdu passing process
was fairly open. The shaman mother and the heir relationship is decided with a
mutual agreement between the parties.

Mengdu was kept with respect by the simbang shaman who received the tools
because they have to be passed down to the next successor. They are kept in
Dangju, a designated place to keep all spiritual objects, which was usually a shed or
called Gopang in the Jeju dialect. It is related to the custom of Jeju’s ancestor
worship. The maintenance of Mengdu includes combining the tools together,
repairing, and donating the tools, which proves that Mengdu tools are the objects to
be stored and kept for a shaman rite. Instead, they were the objects for proactive
management depending on situation.

The study looked into another important aspect of Mengdu, reviewing the
relationship between Mengdu and the shaman practices of simbang shamans. The
purpose of passing down Mengdu to new comers is to worship the shaman ancestors,
or called Mueop-josang, and to secure key shaman tools, which are also the
qualifications to become a simbang. Receiving Mengdu was beneficial in two aspects,
an economic base and heightened status as simbang. Therefore, Mengdu management
was part of simbangs’ job to strengthen their base as shaman profession.

The study also reviewed the process of shaman rites involving Mengdu to identify
the relationships with Josang, the shaman mythic ancestors, Mugu, the shaman tools,
and simbang, the shamans. The results reveal that there are special relationships

between production of Mengdu and Mengdu-gosa ritual, the ceremonial sitting of
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Mengdu and Dangjuje rite, the divinity of Mengdu and the sin-gut shaman exorcism,
and the history of Mengdu and Gomngsipuri rite in which simbangs narrate the history
of Mengdu, their shaman ancestors, and their duties. The Sin-gut and Gongsipuri are
particularly important. A Sin-gut is a process of official acknowledgement of the
simbang who provides the rite based on the divinity of Mengdu. Gongsipuri is a
process of remembering and recovering the shaman ancestral history. Therefore,
Gongsipuri is actually the history of the spirits of each simbang’s ancestors that are
identified and assigned in the process of Mengdu succession. It is also the history of
the simbang community of Jeju.

Finally, the study summarized the significance of Mengdu in two aspects. The first
one is the birth of simbang as a shaman and the formation of the simbang
community. The other one is confirmation of the historic value of Jeju’s shamanism
and verification of multifaceted styles of succession. Mengdu, as the element that
penetrates the entire aspects of simbangs’ shaman activities, takes an important role
to make a person to be born as simbang shaman. Mengdu shaman ritual tools were
shared by all shamans, which became the base for the formation of the simbang
community. In addition, the study also identified that the succession of Mengdu’s
attributes is knowledge succession, the physical succession of Mengdu is passing the
shaman base to the heir, and the structural succession is for religious succession. The
multifaceted succession of Mengdu can be understood through the recognition of the

historical and social aspects of Mengdu.

Key words: Simbang, Mengdu, Sin-Kal, Sanpan, Cheonmun, Sangjan, Sandae,
Yoryeong, Mueop-josang, Mugu, Chogongbonpuri, Mulin-mengdu, Jojak-mengdu,
Bonggeun-mengdu,  Jejeol-mengdu,  Bonhyang-mengdu,  Dangju, @ Mengdu-gosa,

Dangjuje, Sin-gut, Simbang Community
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