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<Abstract>

A Study on the Improvement of English Education in Schools in Jeju Province

— with special reference to high school students in Jeju city -

Ahn, Tae-kyou

Major in English Education, Graduate School of Education
Jeju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Kim, Chong-Hoon

As the world is becoming a global village, the thick wall between countries in the
past is weakening and human and material exchanges are increasing. In this process,
English serves not only as an essential means of communication but as a scale for
international competitiveness. To keep up with this new era, the Jeju Free
International City has to make preparations for getting the status of an international
city. However, as far as English proficiency is concerned, Jeju students need to raise
their English communicative competence.

In order to find out ways to improve English proficiency in Jeju free international
city, 3 main research questions were addressed in this thesis. They are the ways of
English learning and acquisition, the effective ways of learning English. and the
degree of dependence on English textbooks to improve English competence.

It was revealed that students in Jeju still concentrated mainly on reading and
English grammar to acquire English. Secondly, writing and speaking in English class
have rarely been dealt with. Thirdly, students in Jeju don’t have much access to the
use of mass media regarding English education.

With regards to English textbooks, the reasons students don’t have interest in

% A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Jeju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education in
August, 2012.
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textbooks wused in the class are as follows. First, they don’t contain enough
interesting contents to intrigue students. Second, the contents in the textbooks are
not directly related to their real life situations. Third, they don’t deal with the 4
language skills appropriately, which are listening, speaking, reading, and writing.

As effective ways to improve English education, under the condition that English
has to be taught in English and in content and language-integrated learning, Jeju
special governing provincial office of education dominated English education policy
should be contained as follows. First of all, it is desirable that writing in language
functions should be strengthened in order to have international competitiveness in
communicative competence. Secondly, speaking should be encouraged in class.
Thirdly, English textbooks have to contain texts and materials reflecting the
characteristics of the Jeju Free International City. Fourthly, native English teachers
should have the chance to evaluate students’ speaking and writing skills. Fifthly,
multi-media like English T.V programs or English newspapers should be used in or
out of the classroom as much as possible. Sixthly, user—friendly teaching materials
should be developed. Seventhly, English pronunciation should be taught on the basis
of phonetics. Lastly, the contents in the textbooks should be linked to writing.

In addition, geographically, Jeju is isolated from the mainland, so locals are rather
exclusive to people who are from other provinces or cultures. Thus, to break their
prejudice of other cultures or people from different parts of the world, education is

needed.
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