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<ABSTRACT>

A Study on Integrated Art Education to Improve Creativity

-Subjects: lower grade elementary school students-—

Hong, Jung—-Min

Department of Art Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University, Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Kang, Min—-seok

The current educational system has been described as limping along,
unable to move away from standardized curricula of memorization-based
learning, absent of creativity. Consequently, molding young students in
colorless conformity will be a hindrance to fostering leaders in the future.
Therefore, the current educational environment needs greater efforts to
cultivate each learner’s personality and individuality. Uninteresting classes
will distress learners, leading to a failure to connect with the lesson, and
thereby, deter learners from thinking rationally. The exemplification of true
learning comes when learners engage in classes with interest, integrating
different fields of knowledge. Such integration will heighten a learner’s
creativity as well.

Today’s educational system faces important challenges of nurturing creative
individuals, as well as maximizing their innate potential, so that they may

better adapt to future society. In an effort to cultivate understanding of
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individuality as well as maintain harmony, people have begun to pay greater
attention to integrated education via the project approach.

Integrated education surpasses the entrenched barriers of strict,
standardized curricula, allowing students to focus on a problem without
restriction to only the knowledge or experiences of a single respective
discipline.

The purpose of this study was to investigate if integrated education via the
project approach 1is efficient in lower elementary school grades. The
introduction of integrated education may provide lower grade elementary
school teachers with new methodological approaches for which to generate
greater interest and artistic expression via varied experiences, improved
curriculum and more efficient teaching

Due to the constraints of public education such as lack of class time, a
large number of students, school hours, etc., this study created lesson plans
for which to apply to a small group of students in the lower grades. Lesson
plans applying integrated education via the project approach were designed,
emphasizing increased interest and motivation, to allow students to focus on
meaningful topics with enough time and opportunities to discuss and think
more deeply,.

This technical study comprised 38 students from Seogwipo Namwon Youth
Culture Center and Anduk Youth Culture Center, and was conducted from
November 2011 to May 2012.

The project approach was applied in each class throughout the day.
Through participatory observation, interviews, teachers’ daily logs and
comments, we collected and analyzed relevant data on integrated education
and knowledge acquisition through integrated education curriculum in lower
elementary school grades.

This study demonstrated a change in perspective on art classes in students
and parents, emphasized the importance of art education through systematic
teacher training, and highlighted the importance of art education, as well as

the variety it offers, in order to achieve more diverse classes.
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Although many studies have demonstrated the benefits of the project
approach and integrated education, they have not been properly applied at
the practical level. This study stressed the significance of efficient and
engaging classes that come alive, demonstrating through the extensive
diversity offered by art curricula the strong points and connections of
educational theories for which to apply in practice.

If more research that can be applied in everyday classes can be
developed, students may be able to experience more effective lessons. As
shown in this study, integrated education through the project approach can
be a useful method for which to teach lower grade elementary students. In

addition, this teaching method was fully considerate of individuality.

% A thesis submitted to the Committee the Graduate School of Education, Jeju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education in

2012. 8
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