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ABSTRACT

Development of cultural tourism products applying

Jeju traditional Woman diver's clothing

Yoon Seong-hee

Department of Clothing and Textiles
Graduate school of Jeju National
University

Supervised by Prof. Jang Ae—Ran

Jeju island is trying to distinguish cultural identity of Jeju by selecting
various cultural events and strategies to develop characteristics of Jeju
itself. Jeju island selected 'Jeju 10 cultural symbols' to improve and
promote image of Jeju culture. Among them, Woman diver classified as a
social life heritage is a symbol of Jeju woman and icon of Jeju woman
culture. To systematically develop, preserve, and transmit unique
community culture of Woman diver, in 2011, Jeju Special Self-governing
Province is committed to select 'Globalization of Jeju Woman diver
culture' as 50 agendas by establishing ' basic plan during 5 years for
Globalization of Jeju Woman diver culture' from 2011 to 2015.
Accordingly, as a method to promote excellence and cultural value of
Woman culture more effectively, development of cultural tourism products
which can be actually experienced is eagerly required. It is thought that
if originative design is developed with the background of originative
culture, it would be highly helpful in developing tangible and intangible
contents of Jeju Woman diver culture.

Accordingly, the purpose of this study is not only to encourage
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preservation of tradition and popularization of Jeju traditional Woman
diver's clothing but also to prepare an opportunity to promote excellence
of Woman diver culture and to improve level of local culture. To do this,
traditional Woman diver's clothing made based on scientific and sanitary
measured method was investigated and as a result, Jeju cultural tourism
products can be developed and supplied. This study also aimed to make
traditional culture of Jeju Woman diver and excellence of traditional
Woman diver's clothing known in the world.

Jeju Woman diver not only led household in the barren environment of
Jeju but also developed Independence movement against Japan in the
largest scale led by woman in domestic area in Korean Independence
movement history.

The first historical record related to Jeju Woman diver can be found in
Goguryeo Bongi of History of the Three Kingdoms. Then times, works
were done together with man and working uniform was not put on. But
as 'ordinance prohibiting work in nude' came into effect in King Sukjong
of Chosun, Mul-sojungi, the traditional Woman diver's clothing was first
appeared. Mul-sojungi is called Mulot or Water clothing, Zamnyeo-ot or
Woman diver's clothing and this was put on when collecting seaweed,
turban shell etc. Mul-sojungi is originated from Sojungi which was an
unique underwear for Jeju woman and developed to outer garment as
working uniform. This clothing is characterized by its firmness and
convenience.

For manufacture methods, the clothing has a scientific and reasonable
composition — Put-on, put—off is easy; size adjustment fit to body shape
is available, when one becomes fat or pregnant by the structure of the
right side opened perfectly. It is the only one in traditioal korean clothes
that the body is disclosed. When Jeju Woman diver left the homeground

to dive to Japan, Japanese Woman diver liked to put on Mul-sojungi and
42
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called it 'Josheng' because it was convenient, although they had their own
traditional Woman diver's clothing. This record implies the excellence of
Jeju Woman diver's clothing. Therefore, Mul-sojungi represents spirit of
Jeju woman, where their strong vitality and wisdom in a daily life are
embedded. Furthermore, it is assumed that the traditional Woman diver's
clothing not only made excellence of our culture known but also played a
great role in establishing national image of Chosun in Japan.

Though the traditional Woman diver's clothing is an working uniform to
stress practical function, this study found that there are details for
various decoration effects in Mul-sojungi.

Accordingly, this study developed cultural tourism products symbolizing
Jeju centered on fashion trifling articles by introducing characteristics of
functional structure and decorational characteristics of details of
Mul-sojungi. Actually, there was limitation In suggesting tourism products
by reproducing the scientific and unique structure of Mul-sojungi. But it
was worth to reinterpret in modern way and design formal characteristics
and decorational details of Mul-sojungi. It is thought that accessaries,
bags, clothes etc. developed based on this could appeal to domestic and
foreign tourists as tourism products symbolizing Jeju. We can see the
decorative details like pieces of embroidery and knots for aesthetic

pursuit as well as a functional reason.

Key Words : Jeju traditional Woman diver's clothing, 'Mul-sojungi',

'Chilbomun', cultural tourism products
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