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<Abstract>

A Study of the Characters' Personality Types
Shown in Fairy Tales: Based on 1st middle school Korean

language textbook

YI, YON JOO

Majored in Korean Language Education

Graduate School of Education Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Ahn, Seong Soo

Adolescents need someone to lead their lives and have a strong desire to
want to identify with that person. Fairy tales are one of the important
medium to meet those needs to imitate. They are pedagogically valued to
help teenagers to build their positive viewpoints for the real world based on
purity as well as truthfulness. They are pedagogically valued to help
teenagers to build their positive viewpoints for the real world based on
purity as well as truthfulness. Characters in the fairy tales become models

for the teens by suggesting how to overcome the difficulties.

Therefore, fairy tales may have a significant influence on the teens who
go through the establishment of their identities. Moreover, fairy tales have
an importance because they can be used as a chance for adolescents who
are at the stage of forming their personality to experience at second hand.
That is the reason why the researcher study the personality types of the
fairy tales characters on the Korean language textbook of 1st grade in

Middle school(which reflects the 2009 national education curriculum).
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For this research, the researcher referred to Sigmund Freud's personality
theory as a tool for analyzing the personality types of the characters. Eight fairy tale
characters' personalities were classified into 3 types with the criterion of id, ego and
super—ego personality.

The results shows that of total 12 characters, there are 7 characters of ego
personality, 2 of super—-ego, 1 of id+ego and 2 of ego and id combined. The

research suggests that there is lack of full consideration of characters' personalities.

Besides, there are several arguable aspects including an imbalance of sexes of
characters in the stories, inconsiderate partial extracts from the long stories, lack of
selections from various writers throughout the history and missing fairy tales in the
12 out of 23 officially confirmed Korean language textbooks for Middle school 1st

graders.

This research can be a useful reference as to consideration of the fairy tales of
Korean language textbooks for second and third grades in Middle school in the

future.
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