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i A = AuKP. Schaff, History of The Christian Church (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub Co., 1949) p
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2) Tacitus, annales, 15.44-45.
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Domitianus, 2.3.
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11) L. L. Thompson, The book of the Revelation (Oxford University Press, 1990), p. 101.

12) Scarre Christopher, Chronicle of the Roman emperors (Thames, 1995), p. 76.

13) P. Keresztes, "The Jews, The Christians, and The Emperor Domitian”, Vigiliae Christianae, Vol.
27(1973) p. 1.

14) H. Moore. "Domitian part 1", Irish Biblical Studies, Vol. 25(2003), pp. 100-101.
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44) Suetonius, Titus, 8.3.
45) Suetonius, Titus, 11.1.
46) Suetonius, Titus, 11.1.
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47) Suetonius, Titus, 9.3.
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63) AFEAE FFEIARES 7195 1A7] 2epAlEe] 49 7FE HA AN AESAE e 2ol 9ala 9l
oh FEHAS 40 FA & Algto] skl BaF S Hu ZARYE 022422 FUTE 183
w3k sl tiEF 1200714002 2242 8] o] deko] dtt AT FA] EH ool A JolAl AR 250072 =
B2eE AL F AT % TS A 5 AU mebd 99 WY 39 1d A Aok e
olck. of7lo] Al HFS} o] @ e ZATE P 2AF Rohu S F5E 00H ke $2e] Bah
I'd 2 g7 e s o] wEe Al Sl 491 7k Ve ® ARlEiEY HAg 250-300 Y] ¢
2o gl HA A7) Uril?‘u_ T3t JtH(Stegemann, The Jesus Movement: a social history
of its first century (Fortress Press, 1999), p. 149).

_19_

Collection @ jeju



"o

277} e

ok Ak, =

2

Mo
el

A7) ZopA e

F 1

i

JEE 7

9]

Ao oA

Elggs]

€l

]

Ln

oANA A=A A

G

il

T
™

R
ok

o

TH

el

N
)

o

o
il

—

X

W
M

el

5
g

29 5 9565

STHE ErEobras

<]

ojn

el

1507 A71E
2 gtk wekA mEmElelEaTt e

)

p—

o}’ ekar BAE

Sl

3

oA A A]

9l

AE glo]

=

RN S

o] 3

o

o

60) W o<, "ok e

65) Suetonius, Domitianus, 23.1.

_20_

Collection @ jeju



P ol g

}

0]
R/

A=l AA ofsk g<lo] FH AT
oA i

%wﬁ% % %WHEWWLJ "B o
Mo o o 0 w X 1 I
ez h B Py T o m L F Y o
Miiquo mﬂo»M N
ol Y S N gk AR o Mo T
mﬂﬂﬁo%ﬂmcﬁﬂﬂeﬂ e

g © = i
ﬁ@ﬂro_emﬁi%eﬂgﬂ%xﬂﬁﬁ%ﬂg
ymﬂloic,gwluﬂm_.ﬂroo_a%ﬁ MM
b oy LT R T R g o T

i .y JR WO
) wﬁ B L)oo - @e N I MM qr xR I
w o Wﬂﬂn@ﬂiﬂrmﬂ,ﬂ%%

— - 0 —
ﬂﬂwmﬁoi%&mmgioﬂ
T R N D o e
o 0 YeT R %5
o B . U_ETﬂ]
cfszelzortIgt
T o ow . Wl 3 b
TR & oawd BG o BT
Al o U S
y oo oI A
= % T —~ f m o b o X
Wﬁaﬂﬂ%@&ﬂ.%g%ﬁ%
CaC I N L R S - S R Al
O N SR L A1
o} X ; _
zi}elﬂxalﬂ__o%_tzzz
E77ximﬂ]% in_umggE
F e reTE o s iEn o
T oo 0 B e o O o0 o
ﬂ&ﬂ@@ﬂﬂﬁ%ﬂﬂﬂ%%@

0 = 2 = o=
N e I A
Iy = B T T M T
N = Koo oo o K o e B T B o] T

A B

°

“wo]E|opr

CE

o]

ch
o

=

w}

d

%
o

]

A
pie

7 9

[e)
HA) ;ﬂj 5.1

3] H] 2 (Eupiter)
— 21 —

Ea

[e)

1
T

Aow e
T

o] € o}

s

[ o

= O
2=

WAL
ol thslaiz AAH

Fl 7ol th.60

AR

°

o~
T

[P

g

-+ 80

°

Al
]

-
R

=

[e)
66) H. Moore, "Domitian” part I, pp. 90-91.

67) Suetonius, Domitianus, 5.1.

Collection @ jeju

o] Al

o
=
T} 67)
7]



o}, Bk olyzl 2= Y28 FENerva Forum), Z28]$-~(Flavius) A4, 72
713 2ot FAH, B #AdE A3 Q¥ FE UHEQY ¥ IFE wEY)

Aslf ddl 50l dviy BdeEA vl AR daE J=2EFA GAFA

sl te FhAles AL 29 AX A “EulEobras B2 AHER A2
< Bddsled 58 fyHE A FEF k2 (Dirbitorium), o1 H %

olgh pe J1HOoR vFolnol EuEolrsy Hsn ANsHE TEA
5 QYo s rbdFe uue A4S AEF Ao wel Ak

Eg wrlElolr st 19 B4 /17 U Selstn X sE e §F A4S
Eglel AAsAT ol H7h ARl FE

=l
T Al FAEYS2E ol¢t #dd WES thed 2ol 7Isskal

EuEobras SRARY 2T 2 BE e e 3

AE AADE BFHQ olF AR AF oo me mW A%t 7]

68) 712F 2~ HA T2 olHlE] = (Aventino) ¥ Z-e}E =(Palatino) A9 Abeldl AN Zn} Hdle] 2
2 77101 diat i ek QEAAelth ol AV TP E SEAVIEeRE F3n 7| 2F 2 Ay
2 gHeol2 ‘g 3713 %=3th(Boriaud, Histoire de Rome, (Baker Book House, 2001), <
o, F2ule] AR}y (FEETAL 2007), p. 191).

69) Dio Cassius, Historia Romana, 66.24.

70) Suetonius, Domitianus, 13.3.

_22_

Collection @ jeju



EREL

Ade M3

)

Wo_eﬂﬁﬂmﬂ%m ﬂ%%wiﬂﬁ
.lE CE ZE o ) ~ = _o =
W nr | rf P -~ B Ao )
™ B Al ook W 5% K oz = oy X o ofgp N nog X 4w e
Fow ® L o= T T T 5 o M Ty B oL S o

oMoz o SO T - I S T T T .

G e S 3 [ T D T B E o~ T w X

B L & TP %%L%14%ﬂ% o X o

= <L i~y fs o —

B Modo S o N % S o o M9y

T T e X KR TR~ = = 9 [ of g Al

o T 0 RN e R Ho O P I

AL B TS RO T A R~ = Mo R o o ML

0o = R S . I 5 T X = mHo o

: < W oF o R S B = R T o B

o Mo o = 2 Wy 2y R I A Y

w o o2 T oo ¥ < T AW ° F U

T .= X% = BT ™ ) s N e H X = m
I = W o g B S X R

Moy X e LI R x B Y

NOE gy TR - A DN B A A

BT L o= N 7 R Tl o X ROFE A A

< D % A = o AR (T O 0

o oy B T = L o _. K| of B I M z0 o B T T o

N-omm W X o P b P K o 2 T T o=

o ° W H oy, g™ B B o mems og oo o o=

T T a o = T o o IR 2
= o W B o T ~a 5 o ) _—

14 N N 1 o~ 0 o X = g —~ 5 Ox %
- ) oh N oo T & &~ o <oy < A =
I . o W N =o xR E

g iz o BB o o woE wﬁ o= T

TR TTRA RO A o oy % g o &

—_ 0 < file) S AM N 7 ‘WE — ﬂA._l ‘mﬂ lO j— X_l

X o o ERN T a2 g P EE T g

o X oW N WX 5 ™ B To o g

H?%;%# T ST . N [ i s
~ == 170} _— o] — 0 . - =

T 4T X B o T e RN AT g ywlaw L

© g B S 5 = F e X o= L @ T e % w R omow X

Emdﬂ_memr. = ® B R BT T U T NHT

o B X oF ; T o 9 S

I mﬁ mA on O T g Y moH e o S WH
S Wo oF e B - ST R B
B o T oW L n % 9 mwoo B o

_23_

=

g 543

-

1

13}
72) Henry C. Boren, "Numismatic Light on the Gracchan Crisis”, pp. 2-3.

73) Suetonius, Domitianus, 12.1.

Collection @ jeju

71) Suetonius, Domitianus, 4.5.



7o

0
Ny

—_—

gel7t 9

OER

1] 419

[e] = =
AeE T3S

Hol ATk oo}
WavpalobE s FAS B EEA BAo A A

1 #1=

EERRICE

o}

=

2

P =

SAlohira BAE o 5

oldrt. | w2~

20
Zh

g

A

)

F o

<]
-

™
B

ofy

el

o

—_—

FA EH wah A

'~
_&O

o

TR HESA e A

ojo] FAZ =

=
=

e o

At 18 9 HF

EuEobr
34

=91 5hwl A

7b A=

Ea

1597 2oiA=e £ 8

<
[T

29

—
fite)

o E S22k “mvl o}

o AagelE

Al A
L=

o

ook FOEF2ed o

o Al

B A] ] 22 9pA]

woetdE s

HH
LN

—

‘Fololx} Al (Dominus et Deus) ©) &+ *

R

A=y

ol
N

%0

%

74) H. Moore, "Domitian” part I, pp. 93-94.

75) Suetonius, Domitianus, 8.1.

_24_

Collection @ jeju



e

III. =V golrAe 7|5 v 89l

k1
=)
Au
L
—r
>
rlr
N
dg
i
(0e)
—
L
e
ol
Y
fr
N
o
r
o
N
(o,
i
[do)
()
r ly
=
iy
ully
dx)
o)
_1

oA Fe FAGA G Fofet Aotk % FAS AFE AAFE oW I

2uhQlEe] £749 EAR Vel gleld 18 Ao 535E 3
e ol ullsel Al FAlFule] ofut FAE G e FHNLS
JAow mastt shibe] WACUR Rolth® mrpAwEd Al glold #A%

M ASE ASATE Ao FAE F FANS wdsE: AU 2

76) W. E. Caldwell, The Ancient World (New York, 1950), p. 459.

77) P. McCormick, "Domitian” part I, pp. 131-144.

78) S. R. F. Price, Rituals and Power: The Roman Imperial Cult in Asia Minor (Cambridge University
Press, 1984), p. 57.

_25_

Collection @ jeju



AW Eulgolrat 4AE A, sdolebn oA Iuimel whA IO
W7k W BE ges 3EAC else Fdolat AAAN T 2ol
W Stk EPE BEal 98 S oldl wal gule At &

=

HolEdE Aot AV F& F ws F e Mg & dde AAs
(Divus)'Z FR% = ZAo|ths3) vl (H. Barrett)> “ZvrbAl=2] HAjoA] 2143}
(Divus)eh= ol FAle] Sl A4 JdFs 7ge = A A
oA A okl N(Deus)ol Moz AHEH AL oyt FFxdT
Egk E(NT. Bul)& “2rAHIES GAAAE e 3= o2& 294
A2 AAZLE ASo] wel mrjEolrAE dow A
sHfell sl AFHs =A@t stebetar itk
o2t EwiAl= o FA|lTulg A EnEolEe A ZupAlw s F A
7}o]l -2 (Gaius, 7193 37-41)3A] Al7]ol = Zhol B = it} o] 9aE =

=

vElohir sk Pk E Ao AHAE Aol

rlr

s
™
o

vl —

79) N. T. Bull, The Rise of the Church (London, 1967), p. 148.

80) Justo L. Gonzalez, The History of Christianity, M3 ¥ 9, Txthul3]Ab; (24, 1987) p. 5.

81) Suetonius, Domitianus, 13.2.

82) oFFTAF AT EZoALSRREH Aoz FHlEAARE o] AL o} AR A Ao =9
NASHDivus) s A2 7Hsst dolglty, ZrRlEL FAH O R ofgF2aF 2 AV F7] AR 119
ot AASLE =odk Ho] gl 3 Y= FloR A5 AlAsEA] X3t FAEE Ao
I F gtygo] ZrEloliEoltH(P. McCormick, "Domitian part II”, p. 124).

83) P. McCormick, "Domitian” part I, pp. 134-135.

84) H. Barrett, The Corruption of Power (London, 1989), p. 140.

85) N. T. Bull, The Rise of the Church, p.153.

_26_

Collection @ jeju



9 d=ol At

<)

AN

o} 2 of Fhr}

=
=

ol Al AHAle] Alo g kol

F7 we Ao g

of

S JhA A

G
el

AL
;OO

Aol o

ZAN=

B

grbeh 4

o

SETRUE D

3

L—_E_ﬂ,

Fol o] 2o AlA|7F e

S

_‘g

= O
B 5e

=5
= =31

i

0

R}
L)

Ho
o
ol
s
ol
P

fite)
2

e

)A

)

& ol

O]E_
T =

Atk Azt Znt
18] =34 gL 7to]| S AE %)

S

5

o]g_

el
AJm

I

R

™

p—

(S

)

obgle 2o

AE A

[}

)
N

oA el

ElopF20] Al ufol

86) Suetonius, Gaius, 22.3.

_27_

Collection @ jeju



wujEolrs Ao 2A44E B eow we s $4aA AL
FEZ AAL WFES F2he] A At Ade YEEe] mrEokr

2 o9l 2o QA Sujst AoR AT o|xH FI 2o 3y

Elof-p s ‘AolAlal Ao g Fujdta e BeRALE el E9]7] HollA mwE
ol F 2 A FH) AR ZulAl gy A "k vt og oA ARSIt g
7)1 E2no] TAY 7], 156440 w2 “AA3 A=) AF= A S AR 2

Solt’gta "HAbetar 9. yolrt 7H7(CJ. Cadoux)= “ZwpA|=ro A 3HA| 5
A= FACA S EYull= A 2o Adgstal dvkss) I o7t
of et Wy mjAdow ahE A= Fu v E ok Al 2GR
H2 AP A8

o =
l
of lojA FAlTu A=

X FUJAEL = AABUTE Aot & FUdES &
Z (Julius Caesar, B.C. 47-44)¢] W=
o] A=A Wil SFAlFHlE A Fuete AHHEEA] gk AHojthoh o

Al ol EY Folxt Ui A e IS T AW 8 272 (Hyrcanus) &
O~

ofo
r o
ot
poy
s
s
[{o)
S
s
v
ot
)
ol
o
fr
X
do
)
r o
|t
rlo
fr
d
=)
N
H
lo,
ol‘l
01
=
o
)
=2
>,

87) Suetonius, Domitianus, 13.2.

88) C. J. Cadoux, The Early Church and the World (Clark, 1995), p. 93.

89) F. F. Bruce, The Spreading Flame (Eerdmans, 1992), p. 205.

90) olthd, Tx7] 7I5ale] JAMY w4, (4338141, 1992), p. 205.

91) Josephus, Antiquitates Judaicae, 14.10.

92) dl27brssh HAG &ol92 sl HHol thgsh o] vpehdeh A 1 el soatEs
A2AY Y& dof o|o] Mxslice} d|2IlFAE 8 dod FANS 7 HAHAE ts) ofn $
on gestegol AA wel= 15009 WALE A=gi 9o 2 Y& 4T oJd oFE ve g

_28_

Collection @ jeju



Haws 5 ) olgdh AAde 7]9% 41do] d&Aat=glolo] A A3k H
el BIINE oz AxE Skt 92 (Claudius, 7195 41-54)3A o] W
2] 2

Mo e s SAFAE TH

s
fol
)
9
o
ol
s
I
lly
=
ul(f
1o
offf
oy
ki
s
fol
)
9
o
e
v
rir
S
o
T
1o,

2Ihrash 19 TS FUe AujAR e Aol 289 2AFY &9 wiEl 158 JIEES
o] APz Axel 2] Fuide v ez AT Fon gog s fuld
o eutEs 22 Ay 582 AA e =2} (Josephus, Antiquitates Judaicae, 14.10).

b |

o do

o

93) QAT o] Aol WAE Thed 2ol <
FAlsa Ao 2R E B E B gy 4@
Folg LU gasd. fOEe] oo wwsht slolgs FAE ANG mEE gk
BAES FAt] FUAES WAFES shrh AW o192 FATE FA Sesole] fof
JES deRlsy HEEYYH 2428 A7) 8 7718 53 8718 ¥ Ao At (Josephus,
Antiquitates Judaicae, 19.5).

94) Josephus, Antiquitates Judaicae, 19.5.

_29_

Collection @ jeju



doJA et A% vEE(Paul) @ A AEofdS thyld F7HLuke)7l 71€ % 614
Aol 7123 A= HD 17:16-320| = thS-3F o] A ulE Ao A3 g

& HARShaL Sl

Hp-&o] olg vl (Athens)oll Al AFEE2S vty 1 Aol )0
ot Tt AR E Y =AY o2 A nb

&3 =AE AFE Flt AuNFRAG 2E FIAEE 3

N
I
r
s
filo
fT
(=2
)

rr

wod'n etk 2R olw AFe £FE g3 ofm Age

g o] Be AAE SolmAT T 0

ol Zo] AN HAFL A= vk Atdle dao stEHd we
1=

=
T
mg WAl 2AE aseAL Atk W m2ve “mug

N
R}
et
I
e
,
2
30
32 T
=
K
&
=
E=)
i)
2
H
)
o,
2
4
I
o,
ot
By
p)
o
)

95) 719% 613 7t 715 AARd A V5ulEe] Auddss AAME AMedt FEFoR dAS F
Ut 538 b AR v Paul) @ AE o38E A § Q1Eo|ATHOwen Chadwick, A History of
Christianity (Thomas Dunne Books, 1995), p. 7).

96) A A S, A=A, | p. 218,

97) P. McCormick, "Domitian part II", p. 143.

_30_

Collection @ jeju



EnjElolr a7} AR

9l E (Flavius Clement) 2]

I AEE

Zolatgrts

293t 2 15dA o FAF|AUA =

Z7bg =v] g (Flavius Domitilla) 7} ol 5=

o] = ZE|o}(Pontia)

g o

1 = A

t} 98

odel gl AR FANES zABelAW ="t FHol AHA
= Ugel AFHI Yok 3 =viget AWS WA 9 oR7t oF v
58 A%SA drbe 2de muelgdd Aol % 1YiEE FAYTe

3] (E. R. Hardy): “7] =2l E 0]
338 AR ApAolerd R T E
glo] 2
T Eolr e FAFMANE FASF JEwdEe] HE wEoldri i A A
s 100 FolE “Q AN =13 15
29 FA A A Aoz s BHS HAFE Aot gu PE3)
319l t}.100)

H3o] E0]717] YA E 2o e Aw
S AT Tt oo R A1 Wl 4 Aolrlis 7] =l Sof
A FAsE AFULSS Halets 24224 A3 wdHsE P9 wabA

=

AGmIAEe Hopelt A% AT mulEopraol )

A “mEEohrast R Ee] FESA €

-
g
2
lo

rr

2

98) Eusebius Pamphilus, Historia Ecclesiastica, 3.18.

99) E. R. Hardy, Fuithful Witness, p. 10.

100) S. R. F. Price, Rituals and Power: The Roman Imperial Cult in Asia Minor, p. 123.

101) Z=vElolrs A Aol Al Q3to] 7|58 Q3AIAE 138 o= TALE Ao 27| s 4ast
v U&o] sk olelgt Yo AtEQge] QSAANES Ve Gl LS ErEolr~e &
Asudaet dxgthe AS ZAZ FAdAE QAR F] ErEolr29 FAFHE AFse A4
ZAg zta 9t B QJtHH. Moore. "Domitian part 17, p. 76).

102) 84X B78Az43], A=A, | p 213,

_31_

Collection @ jeju



o o
et
¥
i
-
o
¥
)
N,
o,
v
=
)
>
o
)
ro
i
[40
ulll
lo
oldh
Y
=
N
Jr
I,
k1
uls

[ ElolF2e] 7 & wha] 29lo] & 4= Qluh ZulAlSr Al7]o FAlsu] AN
= FANA F8E AAFste HIHE AARSAE B T5udEe &

ZupAl 7l F-oQl Ml (fiscus Tudaicus)e ZvpAl=ro] A3 Q= BE Fhdl
SoA FE Maoln vttt FuilES o F A b w4 A (Shekel)104)
= JAE o7 AJTI0) FAEYS2E “FUldAEES FUiAY FHidE
ANA F-IEH I AlFolt 6L dakar glow Wb
AFe 23qdary A dees fon A5 n2s AgdAy @

g
o® FiH ol Algolquriona wekar ity o FARA Al miAE Foi}l

103) P. McCormick, "Domitian part II", p.134.

104) o]xetde] FA Gt ol s, g AAL oF 11.42g0] #Tst= FAE uste G <
W E YEllE d9RE AREEHAT g AL ZupAs ] 4duE] 2o gl TR F8EH AT
w ] AAAR GREd gk AL 2due] 2o d9adtH(Stegemann, The Jesus Movement: a
social history of its first century, p. 115).

105) Josephus, Bellum Judaicum, 7.218.

106) Suetonius, Domitianus, 12.2.
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157) Stegemann, The Jesus Movement: a social history of its first century, p. 330.
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167) Eusebius Pamphilus, Historia Ecclesiastica, 3.20.
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170) Stegemann, The Jesus Movement: a social history of its first century, p. 131.

171) Dio Cassius, Historia Romana, 52.19.

172) Stegemann, The Jesus Movement: a social history of its first century, p. 72.
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<ABSTRACT>

A Study of Domitian’s Christian Persecution

Won-Gyu Lee

Department of History
Graduate School, Jeju National University, Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Hye-Kyung Moon

This paper examines the persecution of Christians exercised by the Roman emperor
called Domitian in the first century A.D.

Domitian’s persecution of Christians in A.D. 64 was the first persecution occurred
since the Emperor Nero’s. This is why studying Domitian’s Christian persecution
is important in understanding the history of 'Ten Roman Christian Persecutions.” The
paper alludes a lot of significance in the field because it illuminates the factors of
Domitian’s persecution that had not been explored much,

Domitian became an emperor of Rome in A.D. 81 due to the unexpected death of
his brother, Titus, who had succeeded Vespasian. Under Domitian, who declared
himself the living god (Deus), Roman Empire had become an autocracy. He raised
the Roman soldier’s pay to 300 denarius and pushed forward the building of an
extravagant temple. His frequent public events as well as the generous pay and
excessive spending on construction brought about scarcity of resources.

The factors of Christian persecution under Domitian’s reign can be identified as the
following: Christian’s refusal of the practice of the imperial cult, refusal to pay the
Jewish tax, dissent to worship 'gods of the state,” and retention of egalitarian
ideology.

Looking at Domitian’s religious policy, we can see that the refusal of the imperial

cult practice was one of the factors of Christian persecution. Christianity was a
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faith—-based community, which follows the teachings of Jesus. Therefore, Christians
strictly worshiped their God, maintaining their monotheistic practices and rejecting the
imperial cult. In other words, their belief and practice defied Domitian’s policy of the
imperial cult. Domitian considered such resistance as the ultimate denial and insult to
the deification of himself. This became a significant reason for Christian persecution
during the Domitian’s reign.

Domitian’s Jewish tax policy also is considered as one of the factors of Christian
persecution. In A.D. 70, Vespasian, the father of Domitian, had levied Jewish tax in
order to use it as an offering to Jupiter. In the early A.D. 90, Domitian levied the tax
to a larger crowd of people to secure the economy. For Christians, to pay the Jewish
tax was more than a simple legal responsibility; it was a reflection of their faith.
Christians, who could not go against their faith, did not pay the tax that would turn
into a sacrifice for other god. Domitian, who desperately needed the money to secure
his authority, regarded Christian’s such act as treason and started to persecute
Christians.

Another factor of Christian persecution appears to be the strong protest from other
religions against the Christians who refused to worship the gods of state. The
Roman society at the time was of a religious syncretism, thus Christian’s refusal to
worship the gods sparked the other religions’ resistance. Most importantly,
Christian’s act insulted Domitian who considered himself as the guardian of the gods
of Rome. In addition, the revenues generated from the offerings and supplies used for
the sacrifices had decreased. Consequently, Christian’s refusal to worship the gods of
state became one of the main causes of the persecution.

The paper also examines Christian ideology of egalitarianism as another reason for
Christian persecution. In ancient Rome, such egalitarian ideology could not be socially
accepted. Domitian was especially interested in using slavery as a way to secure
labor force and economic power. In this social and political context, Christian’s
egalitarian acts were considered not only as treason against the emperor’s policy, but
also as an attempt to overthrow the social order. Christian’s ideological emphasis on
egalitarianism, without a doubt, caused people of Rome to speculate Christians’

scheme to establish the kingdom of Christ after overthrowing the Roman government.
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This was more than enough of a reason for Domitian to persecute Christians cruelly.
Domitian’s Christian persecution was caused by many political and societal factors.
Imperial cult and Jewish tax were two of Domitian’s main policies and the practice
of god-of-state worship and slavery were like the pillars of social institution in
ancient Rome. From a ruler’s perspective, Domitian could not tolerate the Christians
who denied his policies and the societal customs. These are the factors that led up to

Domitian’s persecution of Christians.
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