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<ABSTRACT>

A Study on the Cheon, Kyung-Ja's art works

Lee, Mi-Seong

Jeju University Graduate School Department of Art,

Major in Korean painting

Academic Adviser Prof. Kwack, Jung Myung

The man wandering in chaos and anxiety tries to recover original ego through the
arts. In other words, the man is in anguish to live creative life and find real ego by
forming self-identity, find out his personality and being himself. Therefore, the artists
understand the objective appearance and essence and then express them throughout
own view of value, while in conflict with the outside world. They let their art satisfy
inner desire and fill something more than that.

In this sense, Cheon Kyung-Ja, who had a deprived childhood and lived in solitude,
also the artist who elevated the adversity into an art. As an artist, Cheon Kyung-Ja
created a new painting style that broke from the formal convention and used unique
material and free technique. She is an artist who shows the creative painting—spirit
to the world of modern Korea art.

Starting painting work in Japan in 1941, she had elevated daily life and the inner
world into art. She established her own individual style of art, which is to express
freely, freshly and colorfully in spite of the belief that colored pictures was
japanese-oriented.

In addition, Cheon Kyung-Ja’s works show us her own style that is in harmony
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with implication by her imagination, symbolic meanings, delicate sense and it is
unique to woman, literary value from choosing topic, modern formativeness and
exotic sensitivity.

The multilateral study about critique of artist and art work has been conducted so
far. The results of study have been accumulated a lot. In spite of the India(n) ink
trend at that time, she adopted coloring picture. Accordingly, she is rated as lonely
lady artist.

It is irony that people in modern time feel the loneliness and have mental conflicts,
while they enjoy the material wealth that the progress of civilization brought. It is a
modern trend that develops the theory about the artist and art as focusing on this
view. When I looked at Cheon Kyung-Ja’'s art works from this view, I could learn
that solitude, grief, and especially the sense of alienation were revealed in her works.
Fantastic surrealism turned up in order to overcome these solitude and grief.
However, She was still lonely in her later years, because she could not accomplish
her happiness, dream and hope.

The subject and feature could be apprehended by classifying her works according to
the time. In term of subject, her arts stand for her own feeling, sorrow and pain. In
term of material such as flower, lady, snake, actress, and foreign custom, the subtle
and colorful sensitivity that is unique to women and is well revealed in her work.
She could revive a traditional color that could be seen in Korea traditional
clothes(called as Han-bok), cloth and folk painting. She tried new painting style as
the sudden modernization and westernization rose at 60’s and 70’s. Through the
various experiment in coloring, she made it in higher level. And then, she became
indeed a great woman of Korea art.

Throughout the arts, Cheon Kyung-Ja express her agony and anguish by
symbolizing. Despite the trend taking coloring lightly at that time, her pictures are
recognized as the works of great artistic value by choosing the loud color and
expressing her own feeling in her unique style. In addition, she is a artist but she
have written essays constantly. It shows us her literary attainments. She opened a

new prospect in the field of coloring in Korea art with fresh jolt.
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