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ABSTRACT

The formation and development of Korean educational

thoughts in Bukgando

Hai-Ying Jin
Department of Education Jeju National University

Supervised by professor Jin-Geon Yang

This study is a consideration of formation and development of Korean
educational thoughts in Bukgando. Since the 19th century, Bukgando is a
typical area of Korean immigrants in China. Distinct characteristics of moral
culture in the area and society, life and culture in the society form a unique
cognition of reality and community spirit. In the society, the cognition of
reality and community spirit became national consciousness through
continuous conflicts and contradictions with other nations. In addition,
educational consciousness was generated for need of arousing and succeeding
of national consciousness.

The educational consciousness has gone through specific development of be
formed and it is spread by people, community leaders and the society. The
immanent development of national educational consciousness made a
foundation of accepting educational thoughts of nationalism of patriotic
enlightenment from the Korean Peninsula in 1905 and 1910. Community
leaders and the Confucians played the most important role in doing so in
Bukgando. They systemized people’s educational consciousness, sublimated it

into modern-oriented and nation-oriented one and played a mediating role in
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accepting nationalism of patriotic enlightenment. So we can know their status
in educational thoughts in Bukgando. In other words, Korean educational
thoughts were amalgamated and formed by accepting all the educational
thoughts to Bukgando in the early 20th century on the basis of educational
consciousness native to the immigrant society.

The study is developed as follows.

Firstly, I analyzed theoretically meaning of Korean educational thoughts in
the immigrant society in Bukgando. By the conceptual approach to the
national education and national educational thoughts in Korean Peninsula and
Bukgando, I found out that there is a contradiction to apply the definition of
nation and national education in Korean Peninsula as it is to Bukgando.
Additionally, I clarified the uniqueness of national education and national
educational thoughts in Bukgando by analyzing their historical and theoretical
meaning. I provided theoretical foundation for wunderstanding Korean
education in Bukgando in doing so.

Secondly, I considered the beginning process of the national educational
thoughts in the immigrant society in discussing the background of the
formation of Korean national educational thoughts in Bukgando. I revealed
the historical and cultural distinctiveness of the immigrants by looking into
the moral culture unique to Hamgyeongbukdo because most immigrants were
from there. By that, I examined the origin of moral culture, possibility of
generating educational consciousness and special zeal for education.
Furthermore, 1 inferred the beginning process of consciousness for nation and
education from aspects of social, economic and political history by looking at
immigrants” movement and settlement in Bukgando.

Thirdly, I studied the formation and development of Korean educational
thoughts in Bukgando. I emphasized the active roles of pioneer community
leaders and the Confucians in immigrant society in Bukgando. Moreover, I
made clear how the people in Bukgando accepted traditional Confucianism,
national religions, foreign religions and educational thoughts of nationalism of
patriotic enlightenment from the Korean Peninsula. By that, I proved the

formation and amalgamation process of Korean educational thoughts in
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Bukgando. Besides, I considered the practice and development of educational
thoughts of nationalism through movement of establishment of Korean private
school and movement of social education in taking into account that national
consciousness is at the heart of Korean educational thoughts which was
formed like that. In addition, I tried to ascertain how the national
consciousness influenced movement for independence of Korea and formation
of identity of Korean in Bukgando.

In short, the study is attempted to emphasize the formation and
development of Korean educational thoughts during Koreans” movement and
settlement in Bukgando and formation of Korean society. And to conclude,
Korean educational thoughts were formed not by one of nationalistic thoughts,
national religions and foreign religions, but by accepting various thoughts on
the basis of unique moral culture of Korean immigrants and distinctiveness of

the society in Bukgando.
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