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A You meet B in the classroom with your friend. Say hello to B and
introduce your friend to B. B and your friend greet each other. And invite B to
your house after school. It's your birthday today.
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friend. A invite you to A’s house and you ask why and accept.

C: You are with A and meet B in the classroom. A introduce you to B and
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<Abstract>

A Study of Teachers’ Perception about the Utilization of Role Play

in Elementary School English Education

Hyun, Yumi

English Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University

Jeju, Korea.

Supervised by Professor Song, Illsang

The purpose of this study is to investigate how role play is put into practice
in elementary English classes, and to analyze the teacher’s perception of role
play in order to provide suggestions for effective learning. The studies findings
are as follows:

First, when teachers were surveyed, they believed they had the necessary
knowledge to teach role play. However, teaching English through role play was
not practiced effectively because teachers’ perception of role play is deficient.
More than half of the teachers either omitted some of the role plays or refrained
from using them at all and teach the role play by having students memorize the
script as presented in the text or by slightly changing words or sentences.
Therefore the goal of role play to improve communicative skills is not effective.
Role play is presented using the teacher’s guide or CD-ROM title exclusively.
There is rarely any effective evaluation or feedback. Often, no explanation of the
culture during the role play is made, and no attempt to gain interest using props
or related materials are made.

Secondly, despite the problems of teaching role play, most teachers are aware

% A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University
in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education in August, 2011.
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that doing role play helps students improve their English ability, interest and
competence. After teaching the role play the teachers believed that it has a
positive effect on the improvement of the four core skills of listening, speaking,
reading and writing. Writing, however, was more likely to be avoided as it is
hard to teach and not a necessary part of the role play activity. Therefore
teachers should be aware of ways to introduce writing within the role play
setting to improve the students’ ability.

Thirdly, there is a large disparity between the teachers understanding of the
value of role play and their presentation of the activity. Teachers answered
teaching role play is difficult, but should be encouraged as the students enjoy
it. However, despite this recognition, teachers claim, they had a neutral opinion
towards role play and would probably not do it every lesson. Teachers were
asked if they would want to teach role play to 5" and 6" grade students -
though it is not part of the curriculum as of this year — and the teachers
answered that they would not teach role play despite its acknowledged benefits.

The teachers said they had preparation time for the role play lesson but feel
they need more systematic teaching guidelines in the textbook to help them as
currently, there is very little. The large number of students and their individual
language abilities in the classroom is a large portion of the reason that made
teaching role play difficult. The lack of defined teaching method, role play
related knowledge, time and teaching materials are other important factors.
Considering these problems and difficulties, teachers need educational and
economical support to effectively teach role play.

Based on the results, the following should be considered:

First, teachers need opportunities to attend teacher training related to the
systematic theory and various practical teaching methods related to role play.

Secondly, role play primarily focuses on speaking in elementary school.
However, to improve students core abilities, role play should be adapted to work
on all four of the core skills.

Thirdly, attention should be paid to the problems teachers raised. Especially
for 5" and 6" grade students, who have a lower self esteem and do not feel
confident in their English ability. Role play gives opportunities to learn English in
a natural and practical way, thus and so teachers need to give more effort to

make suitable alternatives.
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